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West Bromwich 


SO the National Front, or at least that part of it led by Webster and 
Brons, is to hold a demonstration and rally in West Bromwich on 17th 
August. The theme is apparently going to be unemployment, though the 
choice of that theme isn’t going to fool anyone. Whatever slogan they 
choose, the essence will still be racist. 

They make this very clear in the first issue of New Nation, their new 
magazine which editor Richard Verrall claims will serve as a means of 
ideological discussion. In the forward to an article entitled “Gassing, The 
how and why it never happened’’ is the following expression of their 
ideology: “New Nation believes that the ‘Holocaust of Six Million Jews’ 
is a propaganda hoax designed to discredit racialist ideas for all time”’. 

No doubt for Martin Webster West Bromwich holds fond memories of 
his 16% vote in the 1973 parliamentary by-election. But for many who 
live in that area, both black and white, there is a deep loathing for an 
organisation dedicated to racism and vindicating Nazi Germany. 

At a time when there is growing concern over the number of physical 
attacks on black people by politically motivated gangs, a march by the 
race-hating National Front is bound to evoke a strong reaction, particularly 
in an area like West Bromwich. Once again the question of freedom versus 
licence must be raised. Searchlight has always taken the position that 
organisations whose ideological core is the propagation of racial hatred 
should not be tolerated. 

If the authorities are serious about their oft-repeated desire to ensure 
good race relations, they should not allow the continuous provocations of 
racist organisations like the National Front. 


Turkey 


No wonder the ‘“‘top cabinet minister” in the Turkish government who 
claimed that the Soviet Union was behind the political killings in Turkey 
(Sunday Times 20th July) wished to remain anonymous. After all there 
has been considerable material published during the last two or three years 
concerning the activities of the political activists closer to home, the 
fascist Grey Wolves, who have been responsible for killing and maiming 
literally thousands of people. And whose sinister tentacles reach into most 
countries where Turkish migrants work or study. 

It could well be that the ‘“‘top cabinet Minister’s’” comments are a stage 
in a carefully prepared plan for a right wing coup in the form of a military 


SEARCHLIGHT 
APPEAL FUND 


Thanks to all the people who have sent in donations, however small. 
Have you tried getting your friends or your union, library or workplace 
to take out a subscription? They can always write to us for a sample 
copy if you can’t spare your own. 

Our sales continue to reflect the rather inert state of the anti-fascist, 
anti-racist movement. It is vital that we get your support if we are to 
continue producing Searchlight in this form. 

Have you seen the subscription/donation form on the back page? 
If you don’t want to cut the page up, make a photocopy and send us 
that. When you write in, send us your comments and suggestions, they 
are always welcome. 

Please send generous, and if possible, regular, donations to Searchlight 
magazine. 


DIKSMUIDE 1980 


Arms across the sea — are Britain’s Nazi groups 
preparing for terrorism? 


LAST MONTH we reported that a 
secret meeting had taken place in 
Bruges, Belgium, whilst members of 
various Nazi groups were assembling 
for their annual get-together at the 
Flemish festival of Diksmuide. 
Whilst plans were being discussed 
about the best way to take up 
the offer of a US neo-Nazi/Klan 
organisation to supply arms, to 
which they have easy access, agree- 
ment was being reached on another 
matter. 

Members of certain Nazi groups 
in Britain, believed to include the 
League of St. George, have agreed 
to exchange personnel with their 
counterparts in Italy in order to 
carry out “jobs” in each other’s 
countries. To cement the relation- 
ship still further the League and 
the neo-fascist MSI party have 
apparently arranged to host each 
other’s children for holidays. 


A number of those who participated in 
the camp, parades and discussions at 
Diksmuide, which was also reported in 
the News of the World on July 6th, have 
indicated that they are hoping to attend 
a camp organised by the League of St. 
George in Britain. There is also a report 
of another camp involving members of 
British Movement at which the Turkish 
Grey Wolves are expected. One of the 
most noticeable features of the Belgian 
turn-out was the increased participation 
of former members of the SS and the fact 
that literally all factions from Britain had 
members present. 

It is against this background of 
increased international contact and co- 
operation that discussions of arms pur- 
chases took place. The seriousness of 
their intent can readily be judged by the 
actions of some of the French participants 
who followed up their weekend at 
Diksmuide by planting a bomb on the 
doorstep of the MRAP (Movement contre 
Racism et pour lAmitie du Peuple) 
offices. According to reports, a member 
of FANE (see International Round-up) 
went to the MRAP office, rang the bell 
and then lit the fuse to an explosive 
device. The door was answered by a priest 
who works with MRAP (the leading anti- 
racist movement in France which is 
recognised as a non-government agency 
by the UN), who shouted to his colleagues 
to take cover. He himself went to the 


year. 


toilet to get a bucket of water to put the 
device in when it went off, causing 
considerable damage. It seems obvious 
from the way the bomb was planted that 
it was intended to maim or kill, though 
fortunately because of the presence of 
mind and courage of the priest, no one 
was seriously injured. 

In Britain we have already seen the 
willingness of members of the National 
Front and British Movement to engage 
in violence which includes arms or 
explosives. 

In November 1976 NF member 
Thomas McMahon received a 7 year 
prison sentence on an explosive charge. 

@ December 1976, another Front mem- 
ber Richard Carver was sent to prison 
for 6 years on an explosives charge. 

@ October 1977 NF member John 
Bogle was fined for being in possession 
of weapons and ammunition (2 revolvers, 


a rifle and a loaded Luger pistol hidden in 
an electric fire). 

@ August 1978 James Tierney, member 
of Exeter NF, was arrested and jailed for 
3 years on an explosives charge. 

@ 1978-9 A number of firebomb attacks 
were made against left bookshops and the 
houses and businesses of black people in 
various parts of the country. 

@1980 Trial still pending involving 
British Movement and Front members on 
arms charges. 

@ June 1980 Ken Matthews, NF member, 
received a 6 year prison sentence and 
Stephen Beale, also a Front member, 
3 years, for attempting to blow up Union 
Place Resource Centre, Brixton. 

This is only a brief summary of the 
incidents involving arms and explosives 
during the last four years, but it shows 
that there are plenty of willing hands 
available to take advantage of an inter- 
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national agreement amongst fascists and 
racists to supply arms on a regular basis. 
There is evidence that certain members 
of the British Nazi groups had been think- 
ing along those lines anyway and had 
already started to collect arms illegally, 


DIKSMUIDE 


LETTERS 


Limited Faition TH IRD REICH pris 


and rumours persist about “training 
exercises” for carefully selected members 
of those groups. 

All this intergroup activity does 
suggest some sort of extreme right 
strategy. What sort of activity are they 


JUNE 29th 1980 


BE TRUE-TRUE TO YOURSELE TRUE 


TO MANKIND,TRUE TO YOUR 


COUNTRY. 


WITH HER WORLD IN 
RUINS..... A MOTHERS 
LETTER TOHERSON. = 


Magda Goebbels writing to her ; 


son Harald from the Fihrers -.. ; 
bunker. It was the 28th of 
April 1945. 


My beloved son, 
We have been here, in 
the Fuhrer's bunker,for six days — 
} Papa, your six little brothers and 
sieters,and I— in order to bring a 
conolasibd'in the‘ most ‘Hotiourable — 
wav voasible to our National Social 


criven by propaganda promoted by international Jewry. 
Nut T left no 


AT 330PM ON JUNE 
30TH 1945 That splendid 
concept perished ; 


The Final Political Testament(part1) of Adolf Hitler. 


Since 1914 when, ay a volunteer, I made my modest contribution in the world 
war which was forced upon the Reich, over thirty years have passed. 

In these three decades only love for my people and loyalty to my 
have guided me in all my thoughts, actions and life, They gave me the strength to -* 
make the most difficult decisions, such as no mortal has yet had to face, 1 have ex— }-- 
hausted my time, my working energy, and my health in these three decades, 

It is untrue that I or anyone else in Germany wanted war in 1939, It was 
desired and instigated exclusively by those international statesmen who were either 
of Jewish origin or working for Jewish interests. 1 have made so many offers for the 
reduction and limitation of armaments,which posterity cannot explain away fer all 
eternity, that the responsibility for the outbreak of war cannot rest on me, 
more, I never desired, that after the terrible World War a second war should 
against England or even against America, Centuries may pass, but out of the ruins of |ther than face a Germany withvut Nation 
our cities and monuments of art there will arise anew hatred for the people 
lone are ultimately responsible: international Jewry and its helpers! 

As late as three days before the outbreak of the 
German-Polish war, 1 proposed to the British Ambassador in 
Berlin a solution of the German—-Polish problem - similar to 
the problem of the Saar area, under international control, My 
offer cannot be explained awny, either, It was only rejected- 
because the responsible circles in English politics wanted a 
war, partly in the expectation of business advantages, partly 
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Further 


who ®-!_al Socialism, Beside him in his last 
moments a picture of the Filhrer, 


lt goes without saying that I thank them all from 
the bottom of my heart and that it is also my desire that in 
spite of everything they should not give up the struggle, but 
continue fighting wherever they may be, faithful to the great 
Clausewitz, against the enemies of the Fatherland, From the 
sacrifices of our soldiers and from my own comradeship witn 
them, there will come in one way. or an other into German his— 
torv the seed of a brillinnt rennissance of the Nations! S 


Special Diksmuide edition of Letters of the Third Reich for sale at the League of St. George 


bookstall until the police turned it over. 


planning? A “strategy of tension’’, 
perhaps, on the Italian model? This 
would be intended to produce a “strong 
state’, or even a military takeover in 
Britain. A terror campaign could be 
directed at the black community and 
sympathisers, or “‘traitors’’, as they would 
be called, in political parties and the 
media. Inevitably, the victims would 
respond, making Powell’s recent prophecy 
about black ghettos providing “‘citadels 
for urban terrorism’’, a self-fulfilling one. 

What is particularly worrying is that 
the Bruges meeting took place against 
the background of a rapidly deepening 
economic crisis that is bound to have 
serious social consequences. And as 
Searchlight has pointed out on a number 
of occasions in recent months, one of the 
most disturbing aspects of this is racist 
violence and the growing isolation and 
bitterness of the black citizens of this 
country. 

Both the British Movement and the 
National Front have set out to capitalise 
on the situation by recruiting and gaining 
support amongst skinheads who are 
encouraged to engage in racist attacks. 
Was it to those and similar supporters of 
the Front that Martin Webster referred 
to at his recent press conference? In a 
report in The Times on 15th July headed 
“NF hints at arson” by home affairs 
correspondent Peter Evans, Webster is 
reported as saying, “‘... The party would 
try to pursue its policies by faithful 
means, through the ballot box .. . but if 
civil rights were denied, many supporters 
of the party, although not the party itself 
or its membership, would say they had to 
do other things’. When asked what he 
meant, Webster said that the IRA began 
burning down buildings when Orangemen 
deprived them of their civil rights. 

When statements like that are taken 
alongside the discussions in Bruges, then 
we face a real danger of racial violence 
and terrorism in this country beyond 
most people’s imagination. If the Home 
Secretary, Mr Whitelaw, meant what he 
said about race relations and equality in 
July then he must take these threats 
seriously. But the most urgent need is for 
an active united movement against both 
racialism and fascism. This is not the time 
for resting on one’s laurels because of 
partial victories. 


In last month’s report on Diksmuide we 


mentioned fighting between the German 
neo-Nazi NPD and the American Nazi group 
NSDAP-AO. This should have read “the German 
neo-Nazi NPD and other German Nazi groups 
including the NSDAP”’. 


Dear Friends, 
We are very disturbed that a National Front 
demonstration of over 1,500 marched through 
central London on Sunday 15 June (the anniver- 
sary of the death of Kevin Gately) using an 
‘anti-Arab’ platform. Their demonstration was 
dominated by the presence of skinhead youths 
chanting: ‘‘Blair Peach’s body lies a mouldering 
in the grave, and the Front goes marching on’’. 
The Anti-Nazi League counter-demons- 
tration DID NOT TAKE PLACE. Only a 
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handful of isolated anti-fascists witnessed this 
appalling spectacle. 

We therefore feel bound to say this... it 
will not do! Despite the splits and defeats 
suffered by the extreme right, the evidence is 
clearly suggesting that the National Front 
(and the British Movement) are beginning to 
re-group their forces. 

In our view we are now witnessing a new 
variation on the old theme, that is, “‘ignore 
them, they’ve gone away”. 


We believe that a more serious response is 
needed. Some commitment to opposing the 
National Front is not a luxury in the fight 
against the Tories. It is absolutely necessary. 
It is remarkable that this point needs to be 
made at all. 


Yours fraternally, 


Clive Gilson and Val Wheeler, 
Joint Secretaries — 
Leamington ARAFC. 


SOME HOME TRUTHS ABOUT 
THE WAY INTERNATIONAL 


DESPITE protests from Jewish 
organisations, a five-day conference 
by a sinister American cult went 
ahead at Manchester University’s 
Owens Park complex from 19 July. 
The conference was run by The 
Way International, a Kansas-based 
quasi-religious sect that involves its 
members in military training. The 
leader of the cult, Victor Paul 
Wierwille, claims that Christ was 
not a Jew, and the organisation 
instructs attenders at its seminars 
and conferences to read two of the 
growing library of anti-Semitic 
books claiming that the Nazi 
Holocaust was an invention by 
the Jews. Protestors picketed the 
Manchester conference, which the 
University refused to cancel on the 
grounds that it would be breaking 
a legal agreement. The University 
has agreed, however, not to give 
accommodation to the cult in the 
future. 


The Way International was founded 
in 1953 by Wierwille (who claims a 
doctorate from a ‘“‘theological seminary” 
without a campus or any staff), and 
world-wide membership is estimated to 
be as high as 100,000, with assets (again 
estimated) at nearly 10 million dollars. 
The cult runs two colleges in Kansas and 
Indiana, and a 100-acre camp in Colorado. 
It also possesses two custom-built motor- 
coaches for spreading the word and a 
750,000 dollar, 21-seat jet plane. 

Recruits to the cult are put through 
“Power for Abundant Living’? seminars 
(at a cost of 200-300 dollars), where, 
according to the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of New York, students 
are “subject to incessant physical exer- 
cise, little rest, a high carbohydrate diet, 
constant intimidation and abuse in front 
of other members, and are instilled with 
over-powering feelings of guilt’’. 

Recruits attending a seminar at Ohio 
State University on June 1979 received 
the following instruction: ““The following 
books may be referred to during the class. 
They will be available at the Bookstore 
during the class. You may want to order 
before the class by writing to The Way 
International Bookstore, Box 328, New 
Knoxville”. The books referred to in- 
cluded two volumes that will be familiar 
to Searchlight readers: The Myth of the 
Six Million and The Hoax of the Twentieth 
Century. Both books allege that the Nazi 
death camps didn’t exist; both are key 
pieces of propaganda in the world-wide 
“revisionist”” campaign to rehabilitate the 
Hitler regime. These books were also 
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Part of the clothing and equipment checklist for The Way Corps. 


listed as required reading in the handout 
for the Manchester Conference. 

The Way International also runs in- 
residence courses of much longer duration 
to train members of ““The Way Corps’’. 
Course members are instructed to bring 
“Rifle or shotgun (handgun also, if 
desired)”, and “military dress uniform 
(possibly worn during special ceremonies 
and occasions)’. Course members are 
forbidden, however, from bringing pets, 
furniture, ‘‘‘Beat-up’ automobiles” and 
*““Old man’ records, tapes, books, maga- 
zines, paintings, etc’’. It is not made clear 
who the “old man”’ in question is. 

Confronted with the evidence that the 
“Way Corps” is a paramilitary body, 
spokespeople for the organisation have 
claimed that members may bring guns 
for a “hunter safety course’’. The instruc- 
tions leaflet, however, makes it clear 
that the possession of firearms is not 
voluntary. The Way International has its 
own armed police force at its head- 
quarters, and the FBI are investigating 
authoritative reports that Way Corps 
members received weapons training from 
the Kansas National Guard in 1977 and 
1978. In a letter to a Manchester rabbi 
who has been active in the campaign 
against The Way International’s British 
activities, former Way Corps member 
Wendy B. Ford said that she had been 
instructed “to quickly and quietly carry 
out the following instructions and to get 
the followers with whom I associated to 
do likewise’. The first instruction was 
“to secure a gun’’. Ms Ford estimates that 
there could be as many as 12,000 armed 
Way Corps members and _ supporters 
following this instruction. As she says: 
“The Way’s military force is easily 
camouflaged in this manner, as there are 
no obvious stockpiles of guns and they 
are quick to quote their constitutional 
right to bear arms’’. 


The Way Corps training process takes 
four years, and can cost recruits as much 
as 10,800 dollars. All members of the 
organisation are required to give 10 per 
cent of their income to the cult, and 
many give more. The British conference, 
at £45 a head, seems quite cheap by 
comparison (about 300 people are 
estimated to have attended). But the 
accounts for The Way In Great Britain 
Ltd. (the British section) reveal that, in 
the year ending 31 May 1979, income 
from ‘voluntary donations, gifts and 
contributions” amounted to £97,963, 
and the cult made a surplus of income 
over expenditure of £14,912. The 
accounts list the trustees of the company: 
Wierwille himself is one of the trustees 
and both the others also give their address 
as care of The Way International head- 
quarters in Kansas. The British leader is a 
Mr Robert Wilkinson, who is a self- 
claimed ‘“‘reverend”, and who lives in 
Macclesfield. Although the Manchester 
conference organisers gave a press con- 
ference following press exposure of the 
nature of the cult, Wilkinson did not 
attend. 


The following books may be referred 
to during the clasc. Tney will te 
available at the Booxstore during 
the clasu. You may want to order 
before the claca ty writing 

Tne Way faternational Bocxstore 

Box 32 

New Krioxville OH 45871 


Maraist’s Minstrels ~~ 

The Thirteenth Trive 

The Myth of the Sia Million 

The Hoax of the Twentieth Century 
The Babylon Mystery Religion 
Ang!s of Light 


Part of their booklist for a conference. 


Defectors from the cult have spoken 
of the brainwashing techniques used by 
Wierwille and his henchpeople. On 10 
July, the Daily Express quoted a 23 year 
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old British student “frightened for my 
life’? having left the cult. The parents of 
American tennis star Paula Smith (who 
reached the women’s doubles semi-finals 
at Wimbledon) claim that she has been 
brainwashed by the cult, of which she 
has been a member for two years. And a 
25 year old quadliplegic, paralysed from 
the neck down, was convinced by Wier- 
wille to donate 210,000 dollars (15 per 
cent of a settlement following the road 
accident in which he received his injury) 
to the cult, promising that he would be 
“cured” within a year. He wasn’t, and 
successfully sued Wierwille for the return 
of his money. 

Interviews conducted by Ohio Maga- 
zine for a long feature on the cult, 
published in July last year, also make 
clear that the cult’s interests go beyond 
“teaching and the spreading of the 
gospel”. The magazine talked to a number 
of ex-members of the Way Corps, who 
“confessed that the thing was an SS corps 
from the Third Reich and none of them 
could handle it”. The magazine com- 
mented also that ‘fone of the means 
used by The Way to keep its ranks tight is 
to continually remind its members that 
Communists, ‘demon-possessed’ leaders, a 
faceless world-wide force called ‘the 
illuminati’, deprogrammers, and God- 
knows-who-else are trying to take God 
away from them’’. 

The presence of “the illuminati” 
among the cult’s bogeymen is particularly 
interesting, as they figure strongly in the 
conspiracy theories of the American 
extreme right, and, for the ultra-right 
John Birch Society at least, provide an 
alternative to an outright anti-Semitic 
conspiracy theory. For The Way Inter- 
national, however, the illuminati are an 
additional rather than an alternative set 
of conspirators. Not only does the cult 
distribute two of the most prominent 
current anti-Semitic texts; but Wierwille 
wrote in his book The Way that “Jesus 
was not a Jew but a Judean” and that 


“the Jews of Eastern Europe did not 
descend from those people who once 
inhabited Palestine’. Both those claims 
are frequently made by American Nazis 
keen to combine National Socialist and 
Christian beliefs. 


AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER, OWENS PARK 


WILMSLOW ROAD, FALLOWFIELD, MANCHESTER, 
ENGLAND SS 


The Manchester conference is not the 
only forum in which this sinister cult has 
attempted to recruit in Britain. The July/ 
August edition of The Way Magazine 
reports that there are active, meeting 
branches in Scotland, the north of 
England, the Midlands and the South. 
There have also been meetings in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

A final sidelight on the Manchester 
conference is provided, oddly, by a 
strange article in the Spectator (12 
July), the Conservative weekly magazine. 
Describing the Manchester meeting as “a 
religious conference”, Patrick Marnham 
states that had the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews not intervened, “‘few outside 
that particular hall of Manchester Univer- 
sity would ever have heard of this con- 
ference, or of its apparently sinister 
organisers”. Referring to the anti-Semitic 
literature on The Way’s booklist, Markham 
went on: “In the same way, one of the 
booklets mentioned . . entitled Did 
Six Million Really Die, only achieved 


notoriety when it was first published a 
few years ago because an unsuccessful 
attempt was made to suppress it by 
means of the Race Relations Act. One 
would have thought that the facts about 
the concentration camps of the Nazi 
regime are so well established that one 
small pseudonymous pamphlet which 
suggests that the whole story is a gigantic 
Zionist hoax can be allowed to sink into 
obscurity of its own accord”’. 

Thus far, one could dismiss Marnham’s 
remarks as belonging to the “ignore them 
and they'll go away” school (while 
remarking that there were two pieces of 
revisionist literature on the booklist, not 
one, and that they were both substantial 
volumes, and neither of them were Did 
Six Million Really Die). But Marnham 
goes on in a different vein. Concluding 
that “the Zionist movement” is not 
willing to let revisionism “sink into 
obscurity”, he claims that the American 
TV film Holocaust was an “exercise in 
myth-making” and -“‘an opportunity for 
organised propaganda’. The film, he 
wrote, was “widely criticised for dis- 
torting history’, and, further, an anti- 
revisionist conference in Israel was 


another part of an effort ‘“‘to distort the 
complex patterns of history”’. 


Well, for Mr Marnham’s information, 
there is an international campaign to 
rewrite the history of the second war and 
to deny the existence of the death camps, 
it has been ignored, it didn’t go away, and 
it appears that The Way International’s 
“religious conference” was a part of it. 


Tribune at the end of its tether—again 


THE left-Labour paper Tribune 
continues to give credibility to 
former Financial Times columnist 
C. Gordon Tether, now a regular 
contributor to a virulently anti- 
Semitic American magazine. 


Despite Searchlight’s exclusive ex- 
posure (in our April issue) that Tether 
joined the staff of the Spotlight (whose 
founder, Willis Carto, once stated that 
‘‘Hitler’s defeat was the defeat of Europe 
and America’’) over a year ago, Tribune’s 
20 June issue gave Tether 20 column 
inches to review Stuart Holland’s recent 
book on the Common Market. In its 
blurb, Tribune described Tether as a 
“distinguished financial journalist’? and 
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the author of ‘a trenchent political 
pamphlet” on the EEC. 

Tether’s attraction for the Tribune is 
headed ‘“‘The worst excesses of capitalist 
ideology”’’). His attraction for the editors 
of the Spotlight is that his anti-capitalism 
takes the form of a critique of the Bilder- 
berg group (described by Tether in 
Tribune as ‘“‘the powerful club of super- 
capitalists that has been meeting in secret 
since the early fifties’) and of other 
“unseen forces” who aim to “create a 
one-world system fit for multinational 
companies to prosper in’. Whatever 
Tether’s view may or may not be of this 
“conspiracy”’, the Spotlight clearly hopes 
it will give credence to its view of a world 
Jewish conspiracy (a view it shares, of 
course, with almost every fascist and Nazi 


tendency in the world). 

It is paradoxical, indeed, that in 
addition to his attack on ‘“‘a one-world 
system”, Tether should write in his 
Tribune article that ‘“‘never in all history 
was there a greater need for outward- 
looking internationalism”, for in addition 
to its anti-Semitism the Spotlight advo- 
cates racial segregation, opposed the 
admission of any Vietnamese boat people, 
and called (in October last year) for 
British black people to be “‘repatriated”’. 

In our April article on Tether, we 
pointed out that his writings had been 
given credibility on at least two occasions 
in Tribune. We said, however, that we did 
not claim that Tribune’s editors were 
aware of Tether’s connections. They 
should be now. 


WHAT THEIR 
PAPERS SAY 


ROLL UP! Roll up! Bargains galore! 
The market-place is open and a healthy 
dose of competition ensures we have lots 
of gleaming new fascist products on 
offer. Step right up, and take your pick 
from three different varieties of National 
Front. 

First we have, hot from the ware- 
houses of Hove, a brand-new, never- 
been-seen-before set of items, launched 
by the New National Front, a go-ahead 
outfit under the experienced direction of 
John Tyndall. June’s Spearhead presents 
this New National Front to the world, 
with a picture of the Managing Director 
on the cover dressed in suitable pin- 
stripes. Eyes fixed firmly on the middle- 
distance, where presumably the Future 
lies, this is just the sort of chap to sell 
you a second-hand car. 

But the New National Front is not in 
the second-hand car business (although at 
a pinch some veteran pre-war German 
models might be supplied), but offers a 
whole range of items designed to fight 
racial decay and restore that inner ring of 
white confidence. Nor is it some fly-by- 
night concern, but like another Managing 
Director of a few years back, Tyndall 
looks forward to establishing a Thousand 
Year Trading Empire (or Reich, to use 
the correct technical term). Once the new 
firm expands, the resources of Britain 
“allied to those of the other countries 
peopled by the Anglo-Celtic race, could 
make us invincible as a united people for 
the next 1,000 years’. But even if not 
too many of us will be around to inspect 
the premises in a thousand years time, 
there’s still a lot to be done in the mean- 
time. 

In the first place the Managing Director 
explains why he decided to launch a New 
National Front when there were so many 
other National Fronts knocking about. 
It seems that all the other businesses 
calling themselves National Front were 
suffering a bit of a recession. Standards 
of merchandising were slipping and 
customers just weren’t placing orders: 
“Public activities carried out in the 
party’s name have been marked by a 
depressing lowering of smartness and 
discipline and a considerable falling off 
in attendances. Party records indicate an 
alarmingly low rate of membership 
renewals for 1980”’. 


Not only was business bad, but some 
of the directors’ had their minds on other 
matters. No beating about the bush, just 
straight-talk from the New Managing 
Director of the New National Front. Some 
of those directors were not altogether 
wholesome family types. Let Mr Tyndall 
take up the story; over the years he 
became aware that there was ‘‘a homo- 
sexual network operating within the 
party which included certain members of 
the Directorate’’. 

And as every right-thinking executive 
knows, that kind of network brings the 
wrong sort of advertising: “The scandal 
resulting from the homosexual activities 
of one prominent Directorate member in 
particular had caused deep divisions in 
the party and had seriously embarrassed 
it publicly by becoming the subject of 
comment in the national press’. Mr 
Tyndall, acting as an upright represen- 
tative of his previous company, had done 
all in his power to uproot the network. 

He’d called ordinary and extraordinary 
meetings — but all to no avail. He’d 
appealed to the shareholders ‘“‘to remove 
the homosexual element from the Direc- 
torate, irrespective of whether this met 
with the majority agreement of the 
Directorate or not’. And what was the 
result of all this selfless campaigning, all 
this tireless work for no personal gain? 
Sweet nothing. 

Of course, Mr Tyndall couldn’t just 
stand by, letting things go from bad to 
worse. He did the honourable thing and 
resigned from the Board. Did that bring 
them to their senses? Not a bit: 


“In the 5 months that have passed 
since that time it has become quite 
clear that the Directorate without 
Mr Tyndall’s leadership has lost all 
authority and control over the party 
and is driving it, not towards re- 
unification, but towards even greater 
division.” 


And things have got to such a pass 
that now it’s time to start naming names: 
“T have had to acknowledge the existence 
of one particular running sore which 
stands above all others and which, directly 
or indirectly, has had a bearing on an 
enormous portion of the divisions that 
have crippled our movement. This is the 


of Martin 


personality and conduct 


Webster’’. 


ANY reasonable, level-headed business- 
man (and Spearhead informs us that 
Tyndall of the suit and tie ‘“‘is 46 and is 
married and has one daughter) can 
only stand so much: “I was compelled 
repeatedly to choke with shame and 
embarrassment at the humiliation brought 
upon the party by his filthy language, 
bizarre gestures and frequently total loss 
of personal control’. Nor were Board 
meetings conducted with proper decorum 
and dignity. Again Mr Tyndall explains: 
“On at least two occasions I was forced 
to have him thrown out of Directorate 
meetings after he had reduced those 
occasions to screaming matches’’. 

But the sad thing about it all, was that 
other Directorate members didn’t seem to 
recognise all the bizarre gestures for what 
they were; nor, for reasons beyond the 
bounds of normal sense, could they 
recognise the rock-solid respectability of 
Mr Tyndall and his family business. What 
had happened, of course, was that over 
the years, under the very eyes of Mr 
Tyndall, Mr Webster had sneaked his 
chums into the Board room, by recom- 
mending for promotion ‘“‘people in the 
party who formed part of his own coterie 
of admirers, satellites and, in some cases, 
comrades of mutual sexual orientation”. 
What a way to run an important and 
racially precise business. 

Anyway, to cut a long stort short, 
Mr Tyndall has noticed that his erstwhile 
colleagues are behaving like ‘“‘spoilt 
children rather than mature political 
leaders responsible for the destinies 
of a movement of national resurgence”’, 
and that now “some big statesmanlike 
initiative is required”. And _ initiatives 
don’t come bigger or more statesmanlike 
than the inauguration of the New National 
Front. 

Consequently a meeting was held in 
London on June 22nd (which Spearhead 
forgets to describe in the customary style 
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as being ‘packed with enthusiastic 
supporters’) and the exciting new venture 
embarked upon. Mr Tyndall tells us why 
the pioneers selected the name they did: 
“because a new National Front is in fact 
what we intend to build’. No bizarre 
gestures, just down-to-earth common- 
sense. 


THE policy of the New National Front 
over the next thousand or so years will be 
to take over the old National Front. You 
see, contrary to first appearances, “‘the 
New National Front is not conceived as a 
separate party from the original NF. On 
the contrary, its long-term objective is the 
complete reunification of the different 
factions into which that party has been 
divided over the past year’. And this 
involves “‘the cleaning out of the party 
of sexual perverts and other kinds of 
degenerates”. Mr Tyndall spares the 
women and children amongst the reader- 
ship of Spearhead by not specifying 
the why and wherefore of these other 
degenerates. 

And there’s to be one other change in 
the running of business matters from 
now on. Leadership. And lots of it. 
Proper leadership. Firm leadership. First 
to go will be the old organisation’s 
“hopelessly weak and excessively ‘liberal’ 
Constitution which made firm leadership 
exceedingly difficult’. Outsiders would 
find it difficult to credit, but in the old 
National Front they actually had voting 
(or “‘head-counting” to use Mr Tyndall’s 
technical jargon yet again) and as we all 
know that’s ‘‘a sure recipe for irrespon- 
sibility and cowardice in facing up to 
sensitive issues’. Therefore, ‘‘one of the 
most important undertakings of the 
New National Front will be to develop 
a constitution which encourages firm 
leadership and _ responsibility instead 
of shackling leadership and _ blurring 
responsibility”. 

This means in particular Mr Tyndall’s 
leadership and responsibility must not 
be blurred; for it was Mr Tyndall who 
emerged from that historic meeting as the 
leader of the not-quite-separate-party. 
Spearhead doesn’t mention whether such 
an emergence was preceded by any 
vulgar head-counting, but one doubts it. 
It just happened — a racially ordained 
business decision. 

Anyway, so much for the back- 
ground of the new enterprise. What of its 
products? Well, it seems that it’s much 
the same range as before, although 
Spearhead’s doing a snappy turn in 
Leadership (imported from National 
Vanguard in the USA). Under the head- 
line ‘The trouble with democracy’ we 
learn that our ancestors never dreamed 
“of a form of government quite so 
irresponsible as the mass democracy of 
the present age’’, in which ‘every man, 
woman and teenager who has reached 
his (sic) 18th birthday — regardless of 
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race, creed, intelligence, character, 
morality, emotional stability, training, 
achievement, or commonsense — is 
equally qualified to decide on the policies 
which will determine the future course of 
the nation’. No such nonsense from the 
New National Front. 

Instead there’s to be ‘‘responsible 
democracy” (and here’s a technical term 
to watch out for in the coming millenium). 
In the ‘responsible’ democracy, ‘“‘it is not 
the average voter who really makes a 
choice’’. After all, it’s only sound business 
practice: “During the healthiest periods 
of our race’s history there was no pretence 
that the people were choosing, or approv- 
ing the choice, of a leader who would 
‘obey the will of the people’ or any such 
democratic malarkey”. Your ordinary 
people, whom Spearhead generously calls 
“the potato-faced shoppers, the pot- 
bellied sports fans, the chinless philo- 
sophers and the slack-jawed acne cases’’, 
really don’t understand just how racially 
lethal is all this head-counting nonsense. 
As every lean-bellied, firm-jawed fascist 
knows: 


“When the West goes under, the 
chances are that the instruments of 
its demise will not be the nuclear 
missiles of an external enemy, but 
rather will be the voting booths and 
ballot boxes of which it is so proud.” 


Another American import on offer in 
this month’s Spearhead is a piece of old- 
fashioned anti-Semitism from Professor 
Revilo P. Oliver, who a number of years 
ago was slung off the Board of the John 
Birch Society for making one too many 
bizarre anti-Semitic gestures. The John 
Birch Society thought old Revilo had 
gone too far when he suggested that all 
the world’s problems would be over if 
the Jews were ‘vapourised at dawn’. 
Spearhead, on the other hand, knows a 
winner when it sees one, and has Revilo 
expatiating on “the Jewish plan... to 
exterminate the entire population of 
Germany as an object lesson to lower 
races that might want to have countries 
of their own not under the management 
of God’s people’. 

Revilo goes on and on about “the 
great Jewish hoax . concocted so 
negligently and with such contempt for 
Aryan minds” — the hoax, as regular 
readers of What Their Papers Say will 
know, is the Holocaust, which contem- 
porary fascists like to pretend never took 
place. Revilo seethes with anger about the 
“many hundreds of thousands, perhaps 
millions, of Jews throughout the world” 
who are deliberately promoting “the 
hoax about the six million’’. 


UNFORTUNATELY the New National 
Front is unlikely to corner the market for 


this sort of nonsense, but faces stiff 
competition from the old National Front. 
July’s National Front News, which 
naturally doesn’t mention the historic 
meeting of its competitor, makes a fair 
bid to outdo Revilo in the nausea stakes. 
There’s a whole page in this four page 
publication given over entirely to anti- 
Semitism. Under the banner headline of 
‘Will Israel spark World War 3?’ there’s 
the familiar old shop-soiled line about 
“the preposterous myth of ‘the Holocaust’ 
of Six Million Jews’’. 

National Front News calls the Holo- 
caust “the greatest hoax of all time” 
designed ‘“‘to squeeze out of gullible 
Gentiles the maximum amount of 
sympathy for the Zionist cause’’. In 
particular, National Front News concen- 
trates its ire on the Diary of Anne Frank, 
which, it says, ‘has had more emotive 
influence on the minds of millions than 
anything else in the sordid catalogue of 
Zionist ‘Holocaust’ propaganda”’. 

More of this sort of stuff is to be 
expected from the old National Front’s 
New Nation, which is advertised as 
containing ‘“‘in depth articles’? on ‘‘‘The 
Holocaust’”’ and whose editor is Richard 
Verrall, deputy editor of National Front 
News and something of a specialist in 
these matters. New Nation must have hit 
a spot of production difficulty, since 
despite all the sales promotion of the old 
Board it didn’t manage to come our way 
by the time we went to press. 


ONE magazine which has arrived (although 
slightly late, but editors vainly hope that 
“improvements will compensate for the 
delay”) is Excalibur, the publication of 
yet another National Front enterprise — 
in this case they’re a new group which is 
part of the old firm. If that sounds a bit 
complicated, let’s just say that they like 
Webster as little as Tyndall does, but they 
don’t particularly go overboard for 
Tyndall and his responsible democracy. 

Excalibur, whose publishers trade 
under the brand name of National Front 
Constitutional Movement, has a thing or 
two to say about “Webster and the 
pervert element in the leadership’’. Whilst 
not wishing to register as a separate 
trading company, the NF Constitutional 
Movement dedicates itself to getting rid 
of “‘the ridiculous Brons Webster clique’’. 
But it adds the proviso that ‘“‘it is essential 
to keep open the path to reconciliation 
between all factions once the Brons 
Webster clique have been consigned to 
obscurity’’. All factions? Well, not all 
rivals will be invited to join the re- 
constituted constitutional board. 

The leader of the New National Front 
will not be exactly persona grata amongst 
those who wield the mightly Excalibur. 


Continued on the next page. 


It’s all a bit dramatic, because apparently 
“the days of the appalling Brons Webster 
faction must now indeed be numbered” 
and then it’s a battle of the giants: “The 
fight for the soul of the National Front 
will be continued between Tyndall on 
the one hand and the Constitutional 
Movement on the other’’. 

The way Excalibur sees it Webster and 
Tyndall aren’t exactly offering the same 
commodities, despite the similarities 
between the equally appalling Revilo 
and Verrall: “It reduces to this simple 
formula. The political queers can happily 
follow Martin Webster; the political cranks 
can follow John Tyndall’’. 

As Excalibur explains, before Tyndall 
put on his business suit, he used to wear 
the garb of ‘“‘our own yesterday’s enemy”. 
And all customers of the National Front 
should ask themselves “Is it ordinary 
commonsense to suppose that if John 
Tyndall is chairman of any political 
party the leaflets showing him in his 
costume will not appear at election 
time and thereby damn the innocent by 
association?”’ 

The poor, innocent, honest brokers 


of the Constitutional Movement — 
unfairly tainted by the sharp business 
practices of one who is _ poignantly 
described as “trapped in a ‘bubble of 
time’ of Germany in the 1930s’. Still 
they have lots of goodies of their own to 
offer. There’s the wish, on page fourteen, 
that the Aga Khan might catch the 
bubonic plague. Then there’s a nice line 
in racial abuse with the comment about 
gorillas in Brick Lane “‘wearing suits and 
generally trying to pass themselves off as 
human beings’’. 

Those who like a bit of gossip might 
enjoy Excalibur’s comment that Prince 
Charles looks like a horse and the not- 
too-subtle innuendo (without evidence, 
of course) that the heir to the throne 
might have the sort of inclinations which 
the New and Constitutional varieties of 
the National Front find offensive. It’s 
always been a highly original form of 
patriotism on offer at the National 
Front, and it should be remembered that 
American trading partners in the Ku Klux 
Klan have frequently complained of the 
Semitic curve in His Royal Highness’s 
nose. 


There’s obviously a market for all this 
sort of stuff (and Excalibur presents “a 
Statement of Accounts laid out in the 
form approved by the professional 
accounting bodies’’). Business is booming 
— on page sixteen Excalibur proudly 
declares: ‘“‘With all records brought up to 
date and stencils ready for a major 
bulletin we can state at the time of going 
to press that the exact number of members 
equals SIX HUNDRED AND SEVENTY- 
TWO!” 

And it’s growing all the time. Why, by 
the time page seventeen was written, the 
numbers had already risen: “‘674 already 
have joined and there is a steady trickle 
of both new members and old members 
paying their subscription each week. 
What more need be said?” 

Little else, in truth. Perhaps by next 
month it'll be six hundred and seventy- 
five suckers, or Tyndall will have a 
cut-price consignment of hand-stitched 
jackboots, offered at responsible prices. 
But the chancesare that all three branches 
of the NF will continue trying to sell 
each other identical goods, and trying as 
always to short-change the customers. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


ONE VICAR FIGHTS RACISM ... 


The Rev. Guy Buckler of St. Thomas’s Church 
in Houghton Regis condemned the National 
Front in an article in a church magazine and 
urged his parishioners to unite against them. 
He said: “It was purely because some weeks 
ago there were a lot of NF slogans painted on 
the walls around here. I was concerned not only 
for immigrants but also for what it says about 
people like us who let it happen”’. 


ANOTHER INVITES ENOCH ... 


The Rev. Geoffrey Shrives of St. Martin’s 
Church, Epsom, has invited Enoch Powell to 
speak in October. Reverend Shrives said he 
agreed with Mr Powell that immigration should 
be severely limited in Great Britain — which 
he described as an overcrowded island. The 
Surrey Anti-Apartheid Movement have written 
to the Epsom Council of Churches and the 
British Council of Churches in an attempt to 
get the visit called off. A spokesman described 
the invitation as “‘an act of betrayal to local 
black immigrants’. 


YNF PLAN ASSAULT COURSES 


Hyde National Front organiser, Mr Frank 
Dawber, ‘advertised for young people to join 
the Young National Front, and described 
activities as “football, camping, marches and 
assault course training”. Local YNF organiser 
Mr David Dooley said he plans to improve the 
image of the Front by recruiting more girls and 
women. 


NF MOB ROAM PETERBOROUGH 


Eight Peterborough youths aged between 16 
and 20 ran down a city street chanting National 
Front slogans. They damaged the front door of 
an Indian restaurant, made racist remarks to its 
owner who was forced to lock up, smashed a 
window, and stoned a house. The police des- 
cribed the incident as appalling. All eight 
admitted their involvement and were bound 
over to keep the peace. 


“UNOFFICIAL” NF 
LOSE DEPOSIT IN GLASGOW 


Mr John Mackenzie, the National Front can- 
didate in Glasgow Central’s by-election on 
June 26th disowned by the NF’s hierarchy in 
London, received 148 votes in a poll of 8,168 
in one of the bleakest and most downtrodden 
constituencies in Britain. 

A “Smash the IRA” march planned by the 
NF for June 21st, which would have coincided 
with an Orange Lodge rally, was called off 
after opposition from anti-fascists. Mr John 
Mackenzie is a member of the Scottish Loyalists 
and vice-president of the Apprentice Boys of 
Derry, but the Grand Orange Lodge of Glasgow 
had dissociated itself from the NF. 

The election campaign was marked by a 
principled refusal of the Conservative, Labour, 
and Scottish Nationalist candidates to take part 
in televised debates with the NF candidate, 
and the holding of an eve of election public 
meeting by the NF, from which members of the 
public were excluded. The latter is under 
investigation by Glasgow’s Returning Officer. 

Results: 


Robert McTaggart (Lab) 4,902 
Gil Paterson (SNP 2,122 
Anna McCurley (Con) 707 
John Mackenzie (NF) 148 
Graham Watson (Scot. Young Lib.) 134 
David Mellor (Ecology) 45 
Donald Kean (Soc. Democrat) 10 
POLICE REACT TO RUMOURS 


In an incident reported in the New Statesman, 
Manchester police, including dog handlers, 
turned out in force recently on Moss Side to 
deal with a non-existent group of rampaging 
black youths. The overwrought police did, 
however, arrest a number of bystanders. The 
police response was said to typify deteriorating 
police-black relations in inner city areas. 


WIMPY BAR NAZI IN CARDIFF 


Unrepentant Nazi, William Kraus, on the run 
from the German police for dubbing a Munich 
church with swastikas, and organising the 
illegal German Nazi Party — the NSDAP — has 
been unearthed working in a Wimpy bar in 
St. John Street, Cardiff. He claims that he is 
not involved in British politics, but recently 
stayed with Norman Lewis, former organiser of 


the British Movement, in Penarth. Lewis has 
now started a group called the Patriotic Right, 
whose slogan is “Right Wing Without Racialism”’. 
When interviewed, Kraus was planning his trip 
to the Nazi rally at Diksmuide. 


FORMER NF ORGANISER FACES RETRIAL 


Michael Harkins, a former member of the 
National Front, in charge of leaflet and papers 
distribution, and head of sales, in Camden, was 
recently charged with 2 separate attacks on 
Anti-Nazi League member Michael Gay. On the 
first occasion, in July 1978, it was stated in 
court, Mr Gay was walking with a friend, Gail 
Cartmail, when they were approached by a 
group of youths, including Harkins, who gave 
Nazi salutes. They called Mr Gay a black 
bastard and split his head open with a can of 
lager. In October 1978 Harkins jumped out at 
Mr Gay brandishing a knife, and shouted that 
the National Front was going to ‘“‘get rid of all 
the black bastards”. Mr Gay later helped to 
arrange a picket outside the butchers shop, 
Ritchies, where Harkins worked, in which 
Ritchies were referred to as “‘Nazi butchers’’. 
Harkins subsequently left his employment 
there. 

The jury cleared Mr Harkins of the first 
charge, but failed to agree on the second, and 
Harkins was freed on bail until the retrial. 


NF YOUTHS IN ASSAULT 


A gang of youths shouting National Front 
slogans chased a man, knocked him to the 
ground and kicked him in the head after 
calling him “a big fat bastard”. Labourer Philip 
Wilson, 17, of Jedburgh Drive was fined £75 
by Darlington magistrates. The victim, Mr 
Warburton, needed 5 stitches in a head wound. 


KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA 
STILL HOST LEAGUE 


Kensington and Chelsea Council, long hosts to 
the neo-Nazi League of St. George, in the 
borough library, have voted to let public 
facilities to any group ‘“‘no matter how extreme”’, 
as long as it footed the bill. Labour Councillor 
Bob Pandy is reportedly seeking a High Court 
injunction to try to ban the League from 
Kensington Library. 
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Women in Latin America resist 


OVER the last decade there has been increasing interest in women’s position in society and feminism has become a central question 
in debates inside political organisations all over the world — not only in left groups, but also among liberals, extreme conservatives and 
neo-fascists, all of them of course in rather different context according to their ideologies. This article attempts to discuss this vital 
question which is going to determine the effectiveness of our struggle against right-wing military dicatorships which rule in certain 
countries in South America today, particularly in Chile. 


The neo-fascist concept of women’s 
role can be assumed to be that of breeder, 
home-maker, sexual object, and of 
women’s ‘‘nature’’ to be passive, brainless 
(therefore easy to manipulate politically) 
and submissive to men. On the other side, 
there are some progressive organisations 
which, to some extent, oppose these 
“natural” tendencies of women by sup- 
porting issues such as the right to have 
abortions for instance. They recognize 
that women are not stupid, that they are 
perfectly capable of rebelling against 
those roles imposed on them by reaction- 
ary systems. But in South America it is 
clear that neo-fascists have been quicker 
to realise and value the immense strength 
of women’s mobilisations (the empty 
pots march against Allende’s government 
in Chile, organised by upper and middle 
class women, proved to be very effective) 
and they do know how threatening to 
the economic and social structure progres- 
sive women’s organisations can be. They 
use what has been women’s traditional 
role as an integral part of their propa- 
ganda machinery. 

Particularly concerning the women of 
Brazil, Chile and Argentina, some of the 
contradictions of this will come out, and 
by understanding the repression suffered 
by women in and out of jail, people 
might learn that women are not just 
rejecting their traditional roles or trying 
to become martyrs to be admired by 
humanist and progressive groups all over 
the world, but that they are really chal- 
lenging the whole system from economic 
relations to family relations and fighting 
for women’s liberation and the liberation 
of the whole of Latin America. 


Life in jail: fragments of conversations 
with ex-political prisoners in Chile, 
Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil 
When a woman is arrested, she does not 
only get the same treatment that men 
get — that is, standard torture techniques 
that aim to break a person’s psychological 
and mental strength, such as the use of 
highly developed techniques of giving 
electric shocks in the most sensitive parts 
of the body. The USA have spent two 
billion dollars to train and equip the 
Brazilian police force since 1964 
through a programme of international 
development, and Panama has been the 
centre for Latin American armed forces. 
A programme _ co-ordinated by the 
Brazilian Public Security Secretary has 
trained 100,000 police since its start. 
(Hidden Terrors Langutth 1978) 

They have developed advanced tech- 
niques to abuse women sexually and 


psychologically; there are skilled soldiers 
whose hands tear apart women’s internal 
sexual organs; they use dogs especially 
trained to rape women; women are 
sexually stimulated and beaten at the 
same time... Once they send you toa 
concentration camp, the sexual harass- 
ment didn’t stop there. Women can be 
raped at any time, by high-ranking 
officers or because a soldier happens 
to fancy her, That is a systematic every- 
day torture in itself. 

On the other hand there is the con- 
stant vocal harassment; prison officers 
shouting at women, ‘“‘You stupid bitches 
are here because of love, but you are 
fools because your boyfriends and hus- 
bands have gone to Europe with your 
party money and your leaders have left 
you here to pay for what you never did.” 
In the eyes of an ordinary soldier, women 
have sinned twice: they have abandoned 
family life and they are meddling in 
politics — a man’s job. So they are not 
women any more, they are “putas’’ 
lost women. 

Women are not allowed to get books 
from outside — though in some jails 
men can — because they are supposed to 
be ignorant and not interested in reading. 
But if that is the case why is the depriva- 
tion of books a repressive measure? 

Many children have been born in 
jail and many of them have died. It is 
here again that they ‘forget’ women’s 
role as mothers, and that the main factor 
is the preservation of the family. How- 
ever when a woman gets pregnant after 
being raped, and asks for an abortion, 
they argue that it is against god’s will, 


and anyway she should be proud of 


se 


having a baby from a soldier who will 
be a true son of the motherland. 


Although the general condition of 
women political prisoners has changed 
for the better thanks to the international 
solidarity movement, there are still many 
women in jail today. Much solidarity and 
sisterhood is needed not just on a human 
right’s basis but as a direct support to 
women fighting for the liberation of the 
Latin American people’s and themselves. 


Life in “Freedom” 


The repressive monetarist economic poli- 
cies of the dictatorial regimes in South 
America has had disastrous results for the 
small manufacturing industries. The com- 
plete sell-out to foreign capital has left 
doors wide open to the multinationals — 
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the so-called Brazilian miracle has been 
very profitable for American and 
European investors over the last 12 years. 
But at the moment workers who have 
been super-exploited have reached a 
strong level of organisation and are fight- 
ing back. The women’s movement as well 
has taken up vital struggles — for example, 
against the prostitution of 13 year old 
women who, because there are no jobs 
or education available, find themselves 
in Rio, servicing the needs of tourists. 

In Chile, by creating ‘‘alternative” 
trade unions they have managed to for- 
stall any rebellious leadership and keep 
the workers quiet, watching American 
companies exhaust Chile’s natural re- 
sources and all the small industries not 
reaching the required level of profit 
being closed, without presenting any 
alternative employment. 

Women are the first to be affected 
when unemployment levels rise and when 
the husband is unemployed or imprisoned. 
Because of the massive cuts in public 
expenditure schools and nurseries have 
been closed down and many women have 
been forced into prostitution in order 
to earn some money and look after their 
families, 

The problem with Chile, says Pinochet, 
is that there are far too few people 
around. (About one million people have 
been exiled and are not able to return) 
So he appeals to women to take up the 
“historic role” of producing an even 
cheaper labour force. He has banned all 
types of contraception, This has placed 
women in a more desperate situation 
because all maternity benefits including 
maternity leave for workers, have been 
removed. 


Women’s resistance 


Despite the ban on political activity and 
despite the brutal repression, women 
have managed to organise. To begin 
with the groups were small and worked 
closely with church organisations to 
campaign for the release of their relatives. 
Now many of these have become active 
resistance organisations, fighting for the 
restoration of genuine trade unions, 
political freedom and for more specific 
demands. There is the struggle of the 
Mapuche women, for example, who have 
come out against the racist programme of 
the Chilean Junta of incorporating the 
Indian community into the Chilean way 
of living. — That is, the most severe 
attempt by any Chilean government so 
far to exterminate the Aracucanians,* 
“In Chile we are all equals, we are all 
Chileans’”’ is the slogan used by the 
present regime to expel Indians from 
their own land and drive them to the 
towns. Their land is thensold to European 
settlers or converted into large pine tree 
forests to be sold to the National Manu- 
facturers of Cardboard and Papers Com- 
pany, owned by the leader of the extreme 
right wing party of the Nacional Party and 
ex-president of Chile, Senor Jorge 
Alessandri Rodrigues. 


Health has been another important 
issue for women ever since the present 
regime took power in Chile, as private 
medicine has replaced the national 
health service that under Allende’s 
government guaranteed the basic rights 
of health to every family. Then in every 
shanty town there was some kind of 
medical assistance available on demand. 
Nowadays only the ones who can afford 
the luxury of consulting a doctor can 
have access to medical care. 

Women all over Latin America have 
been rebelling against the use of their 
bodies for experiments for European and 
American manufacturers of drugs. Many 
women have been injected with the Depo 
Provera, a drug banned in the States, 
but still used in Panama, Bolivia, Ecuador 
and Columbia, to name a few countries. 

Women have been organising several 
campaigns and projects that have been 
supported by international organisations. 
The Latin American Women’s group in 
Britain is working on the specific project 
of building policlinicis (small hospitals) 
which can be moved to the areas in Chile 
where they are most needed. It is also 
working for the Nicaragua women’s 


campaign for children’s milk. 
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Education is another area which women 
have to defend for, although women have 
never had the same opportunities as men 
in this field, the present regime in Chile 
is making further education for women 
almost impossible. University courses to 
which women have had access have been 
closed, especially courses that lead to 
traditionally male professions like mining 
and engineering. The argument is that 
education for women is a waste of time, 
money and effort because, after all, 
women should be at home. 

There is now a national organisation of 
women in Chile which is bringing women’s 
oppression into the open, It faces the 
reactionary women’s group, led by the 
“First Lady of the Nation,” Mrs Pinochet, 
which has been campaigning against the 
ever-growing feminist organisations, call- 
ing them ‘‘the international communism’s 
trojan horse”. They criticise Carter for 
not being able to stop it. (La Segunda 
Dec. 1979) 

The reactionary press has shown over 
the last two years an incredible interest 
in the ‘“‘women’s problem’. Recent 
reports do not just characterise the 
international women’s movement as some 


kind of communist conspiracy, but also 
as being the fault of men. Their reports 
are full of stories about how badly 
Chilean men treat women, how unjust 
society is towards women, in the labour 
market, education, politics, so they call 
for some kind of concessionary movement 
“otherwise we may lose our women to 
the tourists, because they’ll know how to 
treat them properly”. (El Mercurio 
March 1980) 

In spite of all these difficulties, the 
Chilean women’s movement is working 
slowly but effectively, doing research 
and publicly denouncing the attacks on 
women by this junta, and by linking 
up with the women’s movement in Europe, 
South Africa and in other parts of South 
America. 


International Women’s Day in Chile 1979 


There is no official celebration on Inter- 
national Women’s Day in Chile; the 
National Day of Chilean women is on the 
3rd December, a day granted to women 
by Pinochet as a remembrance of the 
‘patriotic mobilisation of the brave 
Chilean women against the Popular 
Unity government”. 

On 8th March last year, working 
class women, peasants and women in the 
Coordinadora Nacional Sindical went on 
the streets to challenge the government’s 
decision to ban International Women’s 
Day. They knew that they had the support 
of many other women who went on to 
the streets in other parts of the world. 

The liberal press were informed by 
the women who demonstrated: 


“We want a society of peace not of 
war, of equality not of domination or 
discrimination, we want a society with 
opportunities for everyone, without 
excluding anyone on the basis of sex, 
race, religion or ideology. So we want 
a society in which our so-called natural 
role cannot be the main support on 
which an unjust social order stands.”’ 


100 people were arrested in Santiago 
and 26 in Valparaiso because they parti- 
cipated in International Women’s Day 
celebrations. In Britain several hundred 
women marched through South London 
on that day in solidarity with women 
political prisoners all over the world. 

* the surviving Indian Population in the South 
of Chile, 


Pictures and article by TAs. Salazar 
with thanks to Vron for help with the 
article. 
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Henry Williamson, The Man The Writings. 
Edited by Fr. Brocard Sewell. Tabb 
House. £6.95. 


“IT once saw a public library copy of 
A Solitary War with NAZI BASTARD 
scrawled across the dedication ‘To 
Oswald and Diana Mosley, in friendship’.”’ 
For Roger Mortimore, writing in this 
anthology about the man best known for 
writing Tarka the Otter, such treatment 
of Williamson’s more political work sums 
up the enduring hostility which his pre- 
war embrace of Mosleyism occasioned. 
A number of contributors to this volume 
take the view that this political hostility 
underlies a general neglect of considerable 
areas of Williamson’s work, and more 
importantly, has worked unremittingly 
against his being accorded the honour he 
deserved as one of the country’s major 
writers of the twentieth century. After 
all, they argue, he was not alone in falling 
victim to the appeals of Mosley and 
Hitler: others — like P.G. Wodehouse — 
succumbed, but were forgiven and 
the recognition they achieved was not im- 
peded by their earlier political flirtations. 

Unfortunately, the implication of this 
claim — that Williamson was punished to 
his death in 1979 for an indiscretion of 
his youth — does not square with the 
facts. The pass is sold by Diana Mosley 
herself in her three page homily to the 
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man: ‘‘Henry Williamson was a good and 
much-valued friend to us, intensely loyal 
to my husband. In any interview he gave 
to the newspapers, or on the wireless, or 
for television, he seldom let an oppor- 
tunity pass to praise Mosley’s political 
beliefs and ideas and his opposition to the 
Second World War. He did this, not only 
of late years now that it has become 
respectable, but at a time when it was 
very unpopular to hold such views, and 
when moral courage was needed”’. It is 
Diana Mosley who makes it dishonest of 
Oswald Jones to claim in this same book 
that “there is something ungenerous in 
continuing to harry people for what they 
thought, or said, or did forty or more 
years ago’’. 

And it is in this context that the work, 
according to many of these writers most 
neglected, the 15-volume A Chronicle of 
Ancient Sunlight must be seen. For much 
of it is a prolonged and uncompromising 
defence of the beliefs to which Williamson 
committed himself in the inter-war years. 
It is the more disconcerting for being 
written after the second world war, when 
the true horrors of Nazism had been 
thoroughly exposed to public view, and 
the more unpalatable for the strand of 
dishonesty which runs through it. There 
are, as Mortimore says, “‘. . . questions of 
fact. In The Phoenix Generation it is 
stated that in August 1939 ‘British corn 


NAZI SLOGANS 
ON SYNAGOGUE 


Nazi slogans were daubed on a Birmingham synagogue in the early 


hours of July 20th. 
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prices suddenly dropped over 100 per 
cent in price, because much of the corn 
harvest of Central Europe had been 
bought by a group of financiers in the 
City of London to prevent it going to 
Germany by barter’. Where is the evidence 
of this purchase?” It is clearly not enough 
to suggest, as Mortimore then does that 
“Perhaps such questioning misses a point. 
A Chronicle of Ancient Sunlight is not 
life, but a novel, a fiction, an autonomous 
work of the imagination . . .” for the 
Chronicle bears too exact a resemblance 
to those years, and indeed to Williamson’s 
own life for it to be anything but essen- 
tially autobiographical. And by William- 
son’s own admission to Alexandra Burgess, 
he “projected himself into his main 
characters . . . practically all the time’’. 
Fact or fiction, Williamson clearly believed 
the story of the grain purchase — and a 
whole bundle of conspiratorial figments 
which peopled the inter-war fascists’ 
minds. 

And yet another inconsistency plagues 
the volume: either the Chronicle is 
neglected or, as Ruth Tomalin argues, 
“One has only to watch the library 
shelves to see how continuously the 
whole Chronicle is read .. .” If there 
is, as Oswald Jones suggests, some con- 
spiracy to obscure Williamson from 
public acclaim, it is on Ms. Tomalin’s 
evidence remarkably unsuccessful. 

In a sense this volume does not do 
Williamson justice. Despite his politics — 
and his lifelong commitment to them 
— it is impossible to harbour any real 
hostility to the man who wrote Tarka 
the Otter and Salar the Salmon, both 
universally read and loved, and rightly 
so. And yet the focus of many of the 
contributors to Fr. Brocard Sewell’s 
collection are other works, most notably 
the Chronicle, highly contentious, argua- 
bly dishonest, reaffirming loyalty to a 
creed which claimed the lives of millions. 
Nor is his cause served by dredging in 
Diana Mosley, herself an unreserved 
apologist for Mosley and fascism, to assist 
in pleading his cause. 

As a whole, this is a very uneven 
collection of writings, ranging from the 
touching reminiscences of friends, to the 
self-indulgent grief of a former secretary; 
from Hugh Cecil’s illuminating essay on 
the impact on Williamson of the Flanders 
trenches of the first war, to the over- 
blown and pretentious Sylvia Bruce 
considering (apparently) his nature stories. 

As Cecil makes clear, the single most 
formative influence on Williamson’s life 
was the time he spent in the trenches at 
Flanders. Probably none born since can 
fully appreciate the lasting hold which 
that carnage exercised over the minds of 
men who survived it. The greatest irony 
of Williamson’s life was that it led him to 
throw in with forces eager and destined 
to engulf the world in a second carnage 
only a generation later. The greatest flaw 
in the man was that he never realised his 
mistake. 


Wolf pines 
for father 


LAST month an unwelcome visitor 
arrived in Britain to solicit the support 
of the British Government for his life- 
sentenced father. The visitor? Wolf 
Rudiger Hess. The father? Rudolf Hess. 

As Nazis go, Rudolf Hess is the genuine 
article even if he is not in mint condition. 
It is therefore entirely in character that 
the mindless psychotics and Hitler fans 
who vegetate in the twilight world of 
fascism should wish to obtain freedom 
for this rare specimen who probably 
represents one of the last living links with 
the late and unlamented Fuhrer. If they 
cannot unite on anything else, they are 
all agreed on setting Hess free. 

In their efforts to get this vile criminal 
out of Berlin’s Spandau Prison, where he 
is held for crimes against humanity, they 
have tried just about everything. In 
Germany, they have, from time to time 
hatched plots to carry out a commando- 
style rescue mission. In the USA, they 
have held vigils at the White House, while 
in Britain, overcome with enthusiasm, 
they have scrawled on toilet walls. The 
result of all this frantic activity (and used- 
up felt-tip pens) has been precisely 
nothing. Hess is still where he should be 
... in Spandau. 

Despite this, some people who ought 
to know better have lent their names to 
the campaign to free Hess. Over the years 
such people as Lord Chalfont, A.J.P. 
Taylor and the late Airey Neave have 
added their voices to the chorus. There is, 
of course, a remarkable irony in their 
enlistment to such a dubious cause: that 
people who pride themselves on. their 
‘moderation’ should want to get in on the 
act where the centre of the stage is 
occupied by some of the world’s most 
odious right-wing extremists. 

Coinciding with Hess junior’s visit, a 
well-timed article appeared in the Sunday 
Times by John Shirley. Written in a style 
designed to provoke sympathy, the article 
is notable for the absence of a single 
reference to Hess’s specific crimes and his 
guilt. 

In case John Shirley and The All Party 
Freedom for Rudolf Hess Committee at 
the House of Commons are not familiar 
with Hess’s record or have forgotten it, 
it is worth reminding them. 

Hess was a Nazi from the beginning. 
He was involved in the 1923 Munich 
Putsch. When Hitler was jailed for his part 
in those events, Hess accompanied him to 
Landsberg Prison where, it is said, he 
helped turn the illiterate scribblings of 
Hitler into the semi-literate Mein Kampf. 
In 1933, he was made deputy Fuhrer 
and was instrumental in the total des- 
truction of all Germany’s democratic 
institutions. He was also party to the 
reign of terror launched against Hitler’s 
opponents and their incarceration in 


concentration camps where large numbers 
of them were tortured and killed. 

At the height of his power, Hess 
personally signed the decrees which made 
anti-Semitism a state institution .. . the 
notorious Nuremberg Race Laws. These 
laws and others signed by Hess which 
deprived Jews of the right to vote and 
hold office, which excluded Jews from all 
spheres of public life and which declared 
that Jews had no legal right to claims 
arising from pogroms, were all later 
extended to the territories invaded by the 
Nazi armies. These laws, in fact, formed 
the ‘legal’ alibi for the deportation and 
mass murder of millions of people by the 
Nazis. 


a 
Rudolf Hess in earlier days. 


Even today, at 86 years old, Hess is 
the Nazi head of a Nazi family. He is, 
in the words of a former director of 
Spandau, a man who “maintains an 
unrepentant Hitlerism, anti-Semitism and 
hatred of mankind’’. His wife has played 
host to Nazis in a home kept as a shrine 
to Hess’s ideas, while their son has 
not been shy of canvassing open Nazi 
assistance for his globe-trotting in support 
of his father. 

Those who misguidedly call for Hess’s 
release and unintentionally become fifth 
wheels to the fascist chariot would do 
well to ponder the consequences of 
possible success. What are the con- 
sequences? Firstly, Hess’s release would 
be hailed as a victory by every fascist in 
the world. Secondly, it would give aid 
and comfort to all those involved in the 
parallel campaigns aimed at re-writing 
history, whitewashing Hitler and denying 
the historical fact of the Holocaust. 
Thirdly, it would encourage fascists the 
world over to new and even more barbaric 
acts of terrorism against opponents and 
people of other races. Finally, freedom 
for Hess would constitute a calculated 
insult to the dead victims of Nazism, to 
the survivors of their atrocities and to the 
relatives of all those who gave their lives 
to defeat fascism. Is this what people like 
John Shirley really want? We would urge 
them to think again. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


TEACHER OPPOSED TO 

RACISM CRITICISED 

Teacher Pat Jones has been criticised by her 
education committee for writing a letter 
opposed to the National Front. Replying to 
a letter in Socialist Worker by Anthony Jones, 
an NF member from Tameside, she wrote: 

“I teach in the local secondary school in 
the area where Anthony Jones lives. This means 
that I have to counteract the racist filth that 
he tries to spread amongst the local kids”. 
According to Tameside Education Committee 
chairman, Glyn Ford, Pat should not have 
included the name of her school, Hartshead 
Secondary School, Ashton under Lyne, as the 
school shouldn’t be involved in “political 
controversy”. 


RACIST CHANTS AT MEETING 


National Front demonstrators disrupted the 
first meeting of Sutton’s Community Relations 
Council. A speech by David Lane, Chairman of 
the Commission for Racial Equality, was 
disrupted by shouts from about a dozen people, 
mostly young men, in the audience of about 
50, among them local NF organiser Mr Roy 
Gunn. A woman shouted “We want a white 
society, we want it for ourselves”. In response 
to comments about black muggers, a woman 
whose husband had been mugged by white 
youths stood up and said: ‘“‘The fact that it 
was done by three white men did not make me 
any happier”’. 

Mr Neville Landau, the Sutton CRC Chair- 
man, later pointed out that the Mayor, Coun- 
cillor Harry Sawyers, and local MPs Nigel 
Forman, and Neil Macfarlane, had refused to 
become involved in the CRC, apparently on the 
grounds that the CRC was “‘too political”. 


RACIST THUGS IN OLDHAM 


Oldham Council for Racial Equality has cata- 
logued a whole series of racist attacks in the 
town this year. 

They include: 

— the desecration of a mosque with swastikas; 
— firebomb attacks on homes and cars; 
— several midnight attacks on a house in 

Sholver; 

— assaults on Bengalis in Westwood; 

— stoning women on the way to a Hindu 
temple; 

— an attack outside the Manchester Road 
mosque. 

One Asian stated: 

“White people who have not had their 
windows smashed, their wives assaulted, and 
their children abused cannot fully appreciate 
the anger that is building up in our community. 
The time has come for us to say ‘enough’.” 

The report claims that all the incidents have 
been reported to the police but “arrests have 
been infrequent”. 


WARRINGTON NF MARCH 

On July 5th hundreds of police, including 
flying squads from neighbouring towns, escorted 
60 National Front members through Warrington 
on a route which had been a closely kept secret 
between the police and the NF. 
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No prosecution 
for Klan member 


GARY ROWE, former FBI informer in 
the Ku Klux Klan and recently charged 
with the infamous murder in 1965 of 
civil rights worker Viola Liuzzo looks set 
to escape prosecution after all. On June 
13th, federal judge Robert Varner ordered 
a temporary halt to the prosecution on 
the grounds that Rowe may have been 
denied his right to a speedy trial. He also 
indicated that he would soon make his 
temporary order permanent. 

Rowe was charged with the murder 
after two of his KKK associates testified 
that he had fired the shots which killed 
Ms. Liuzzo as she drove provisions to a 
civil rights march overnight stop. 

In a separate case in Birmingham, 
Alabama, local police and justice officials 
have closed their investigations into the 
1963 church bombing in which four 
young black girls were killed. Rowe had 
been linked to this atrocity by an internal 
FBI report published last January (see 
Searchlight 58) and had freely admitted 
in his autobiographical My Undercover 
Years In The Ku Klux Klan his part — 
and pleasure — in violent assaults on 
blacks and civil rights activists. 

Meanwhile, in Cullman, Alabama, 
Klansmen left a burning cross in the 
entrance of a Benedictine Abbey where 
monks had offered to provide accom- 
modation for Cuban refugees. The Klan 
is believed to be planning a march on the 
90 year old abbey if State authorities 
take up the monks’ offer to house 150- 
200 Cubans. 


SPAIN 


‘Galaxia’ sentences 
not increased 


A MILITARY Supreme Court reviewing 
sentences passed on army officers involved 
in the right-wing ‘Galaxia’ plot to over- 
throw the government in 1978 has 
refused to meet the demands of the 
Madrid military commander that derisory 
sentences handed down by a lower court 
should be increased. 
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The two officers concerned had been 
sentenced to six and seven months 
imprisonment for their part in an attempt 
to install a ‘‘government of national 
salvation”” in November 1978. Having 
been held for almost a year awaiting 
trial, they were released as soon as the 
sentences were announced in May. The 
cases were referred to the higher court 
when Madrid’s Captain-General refused to 
confirm the sentences, and asked that 
sentences of nineteen and twenty months 
be imposed. 


Fascists protest 
at streets’ renaming 


SPAIN’s fascists, led by the Falange Party 
took to the streets of. Madrid on July 
10th to protest at the removal of Francoist 
street names. 

The Falangists, supported by Blas 
Pinar’s Fuerza Nueva and the Franco 
Foundation are trying to stop twenty- 
seven of the city’s streets reverting to the 
names they enjoyed before the Franco 
regime. Another 173 streets are due to be 
renamed in the near future. 


FRANCE 


Right step up bomb 
attacks and raids 


IN A series of raids across Paris at the 
beginning of July, French police arrested 
eleven leading members of the two Nazi 
groups Federation of National and 
European Action (FANE) and_ the 
National Revolutionary Movement. 
Amongst those held were Marc Frederik- 
son, a bank worker and leader of FANE, 
and MNR leader Jean-Gilles Malliarkis. 

The raids followed a series of bomb 
attacks in the French capital, which 
culminated in an explosion which wrecked 
the offices of the anti-racist organisation 
MRAP. Previously bombs had _ been 
detonated at the offices of the Soviet 
airline Aeroflot and at a shop owned by 
Paris fashion designer Daniel Hechter. 
FANE had claimed responsibility for the 
attacks. 

Frederikson has already been charged 
with “‘apologia for war crimes’’ following 
an article which he wrote attacking “The 
Myth of Six Million’. His organisation was 


founded in 1966 out of a fusion of two 
other far-right groups Action Occidentale 
and Cercles Charlemagne. In a recent 
interview with Le Monde he claimed that 
FANE had a membership of 200 who 
“are national socialists and . . . proclaim 
it loudly”. He also claimed that Louis 
Pauwels, editor of the weekly Figaro 
magazine, and Alain de Benoist were 
close to his ideas. Both are leading figures 
in the French ‘New Right’. 


THE NETHERLANDS 


Menten sentenced 
to 10 years 


DUTCH millionaire Pieter Menten collap- 
sed into a diabetic coma on July 10th 
when a Rotterdam court sentenced him 
to ten years imprisonment on charges 
arising out of an SS massacre in Poland 
in 1941. He was also fined 100,000 
guilders (about £22,500) in what was 
described by the prosecution as “a 
symbolic blow at his fortune’, and 
collapsed after hearing news of the 
sentence on the radio. He is now in an 
intensive care unit in a hospital outside 
Amsterdam. 

Menten had been convicted of being 
party to the murder of 20-30 Polish Jews 
in the village of Podhoroce in 1941. The 
prosecution claimed that he had been in 
charge of the Sonderkommando unit 
which carried out the massacre, although 
Menten argued in his defence firstly that 
he was being framed by ‘‘Jews and the 
KGB”, and then that his brother had 
actually been responsible for the crimes. 
This most recent claim prompted his 
brother to publish the contents of a 
family affidavit in which was recorded an 
admission by Pieter Menten after the war 
that he had been involved at Podhoroce. 

The court decided that while it was 
impossible to establish forty years on, 
Menten’s precise role in the events, 
nevertheless “‘between the members of 
this team there was such unanimity and 
co-operation that, from the point of view 
of criminal law, it can be considered 
unimportant which of them shot the 
victims. All members of the team must 
therefore be considered culprits’. There 
was enough documentary evidence to 
prove to the court’s satisfaction that 
Menten had been involved. 

Since his collapse, defence lawyers 
empowered to act on his behalf have 


lodged an appeal against the sentence, 
so the case which has already been once 
dismissed and retired, looks set to go 
another round. 

In Cologne, West Germany, a 60 year 
old man, as yet unnamed, has been 
charged with the murder of at least 
24 Jews at Riga concentration camp. 
The man, an ex-SS sergeant was arrested 
while on holiday, and accused of selecting 
old and sick inmates for elimination 
between 1943 and 1944. 


TURKEY 


Doctors desert 
hospital in 
massacre scare 


THE assassination campaign of the fascist 
Nationalist Action Party has reached a 


crescendo, with their murder squads 
claiming an average of seven victims a 
day since the assassination last month of 
Gun Sazak, one of the party’s leading 
members. 

On the day that Sazak was shot 
twenty-one people were murdered in 
retaliation. A few days later, as Bulent 
Ecevit and a number of his parliamentary 
colleagues from the Republican Peoples 
Party attended the funeral of a recently 
murdered provincial party official, their 
bus was attacked by a mob of about 150 
fascists. In the ensuing battle three 
parliamentary deputies were injured. 

The most serious attacks came in 
Corum in Central Anatolia, where fascists 
attempted to provoke a pogrom similar 
to that which devastated Kahramanmarras 
eighteen months ago. Midday prayers 
at a local mosque were interrupted when 
a group began to shout that ‘communists’ 
had burnt out the nearby Alaettin 
mosque. The charge was untrue but soon 
a mob of enraged Sunni muslims were 


rampaging through the Alevi districts 
killing eighteen people and burning out 
dozens of shops and houses. 

Casualties would have been higher had 
local people not acted quickly to seal off 
their communities with barricades. Never- 
theless, at one point a massacre appeared 
so likely that doctors deserted the local 
hospital in fear of their lives, and the 
army imposed a 17 hour curfew. 

An attempt by RPP leader Ecevit to 
dislodge Suleyman Demirel’s far-right 
minority government by forging an 
alliance with the even further right 
Muslim fundamentalists of the National 
Salvation Party failed when NSP chair- 
man Erbekan withdrew his party’s crucial 
parliamentary support for a no-confidence 
motion after Ecevit refused to guarantee 
him the premiership if Demirel was 
defeated. Demirel currently depends 
on NSP and NAP votes to maintain a 
working majority in parliament. With the 
support of 22 NSP votes Demirel coasted 
home with 227 votes to 214. 
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Police 
commission 
new study 


IN MAY 1979 it was announced 
that the Metropolitan Police were 
to commission an in-depth study of 
police-black relations in London. 
The project, which was described 
as the ‘personal concept’ of Sir 
David McNee, the Commissioner, 
was in response to “persistent 
criticism against his force from 
immigrant communities in London” 
(Observer, 6.5.79). The person 
chosen to undertake the project 
was John Brown, head of the 
social policy unit at the Cranfield 
Institute of Technology. Brown had 
conducted a similar, but much 
smaller, project in Handsworth, 
Birmingham, in 1977, which the 
West Midlands Deputy Chief Con- 
stable said was “very good” and a 
“great help”. Not only was Brown 
McNee’s “‘personal choice” for the 
London project, but it was also 
reported that “‘the police believe he 


Police-black relations? 


is a respected independent figure 
acceptable to all’’. 


The report on Handsworth produced 
by Brown in 1977, entitled Shades of 
Grey may have been of great help to the 
West Midlands police but it has done 
little to improve the situation of the local 
black community. Brown developed the 
idea that a reactive strong-arm type of 
policing would be counter-productive for 
inner city areas with a disaffected and 
unemployed youthful black population. 
Together with the award-winning film of 
the same name, the study argued that a 
‘community policing’ approach was a 
viable form of social control in black 
areas. This was to provide the impetus for 
the infamous Lozells policing project. 
But, more importantly, the report pro- 


Valerie Wilmer 


vided the basis for the now commonplace 
association between Rastafarians and 
crime, talking at great length of Hands- 
worth’s criminalised dreadlock subculture. 
Brown viewed the problems of blacks in 
the area not as the effects of racism in all 
aspects of their lives, but as the persistent 
legacy of the slave experience which, as it 
was not British in its origins, could hardly 
be expected to be solved here — especially 
with youth unemployment so high. 
Brown’s London project, which was to 
cost £20,000 or more and take two years 
to complete, intended to look at three 
separate but representative black com- 
munities. Although the locations were 
not named, Brown conducted preliminary 
groundwork in Hackney. But just three 
months after the public announcement, it 
was revealed in Police Review (3.8.79) 
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that the project had been shelved because 
“Spokesmen for the immigrant com- 
munities were unwilling to co-operate 
with the Cranfield researchers because 
they were dissatisfied with previous 
projects carried out by the institute’. 

Just three months later, in November, 
the Daily Telegraph Scotland Yard crime 
reporter announced, without making any 
reference to Brown’s project, that ‘‘a two 
year study of relationships between the 
community and the police is planned by 
the Metropolitan Police” (19.11.79). 
The project would “include relationships 
with ethnic minority groups”. This time 
McNee asked the Policy Studies Institute 
(PSI) to conduct the study. The PSI, the 
Daily Telegraph emphasised, was an 
“independent organisation’, like the 
Cranfield Institute. 

What McNee hopes will come out of 
the study is spelt out in his latest annual 
report (Cmnd. 7932). The research will 
look at police relations ‘“‘with all sections 
of the public, including the various ethnic 
minorities” and ‘“‘is likely to involve 
several thousand police officers and 
private citizens’. The object is to find 
out what the general situation is and if 
relations “with certain groups are not 
good, why that is and what measures can 
be taken to improve matters’’. The ‘‘only 
objective published research”, McNee 


writes, ‘“‘was carried out ten years ago by 
Professor Belson’’. ““Objective research”’ it 
seems can only be that financed by the 
Metropolitan Police themselves. 

Belson’s study, first proposed to the 
then Commissioner, Sir Joseph Simpson, 


in 1966 and completed in 1973, was 
published in 1975 (The Public and the 
Police, Harper & Row). The findings of 
this study showed that while the adult 
population in general viewed the police 
favourably, certain minorities, in this 
case young people, were less well-disposed 
towards them. 

This new study to be carried out by 
the Policy Studies Institute follows 
much the same lines as Belson’s work, 
except that now black people as well as 
youth are the subject. The project is to be 
carried out under the direction of David 
Smith, who has recently finished work 
at the PSI on “Ethnic minorities and 
unemployment” for the Department of 
Employment and “‘Technical development 
of new survey of ethnic minorities’ for 
the Home Office. He is also presently 
a special adviser to the Home Affairs 
sub-committee on race relations and 
immigration on “‘racial disadvantage’’. 

According to Smith, his project has 
“‘superceded”’ rather than replaced the 
one originally proposed by Brown. It’s 
title is “Relations between the Metro- 
politan Police and the Public’, but with 
“particular emphasis on ethnic groups’’. 
It will cover four areas: 1) the police as 
an organisation; 2) a survey of police 
officers at middle and junior ranks — a 
large sample of 1,000-2,000; 3) a survey 
of the public as a whole but with a very 
large sample of young people and ethnic 
groups and; 4) observations of the police 
at work. The object of the project is to 
recommend policy changes to the police. 

Smith has not named the areas where 


black people are to be surveyed but he 
has said that certain areas like Hackney, 
Southall and Brixton would obviously 
have to be included. 

The scope of the project has clearly 
been extended from being concerned 
purely with police-black relations to a 
wider one which concerns police-public 
relations in general. This shift may reflect 
the growing criticism of McNee and what 
is seen as his inability to restore faith in 
the police. 

However there is no reason to suppose 
that the Policy Studies Institute (an 
amalgamation of Political and Economic 
Planning PEP, and the Centre for Studies 
in Social Policy in 1978) is going to be 
any more “‘independent”’ or ‘‘acceptable”’ 
to the black community than the Cranfield 
Institute and John Brown. While its 
politics may be termed ‘centrist’ (like 
Cranfield) the ‘centre’ has shifted swiftly 
to the right in the past few years and the 
kind of studies the PSI undertakes fall 
clearly into the category of advising the 
state and government how best to cope 
with the ‘“‘problems’’ they are facing. The 
joint Presidents of the PSI are Lord Roll, 
director of the Bank of England, and 
Lord Seebohm of Barclays Bank. The 
Chairman of its council is Sir Montague 
Finniston, chairman of the British Steel 
Corporation before Villiers, and _ its 
director, John Pinder, was _ research 
director of the Federal Trust which 
provided the research arm of the European 
Movement which poured millions of 
pounds into getting Britain into the EEC. 


LETTER 


Dear Editor, 

My attention has been drawn to a report in 
your June issue regarding the case of alleged 
racial discrimination involving this Union and 
T.I. Pel Ltd. You state that FTAT, by success- 
fully appealing against the decision of the 
industrial tribunal, “effectively helped create 
case law precedent which weakens the law 
against racial discrimination in employment”. 
This is a gross misrepresentation and we feel 
that your readers should be made aware of the 
relevant facts. 

Section 11(3) of the Race Relations Act 
of 1976, makes it unlawful for a Union to 
discriminate against members, either in the way 
they afford them access to the benefits of 
membership or by subjecting them to any other 
detriment. In its 33-page decision the tribunal 
failed to say which of these the Union was 
guilty of. The tribunal’s criticisms were that the 
Union had not pressed sufficiently strongly for 
the Asian workers concerned to have their own 
shop steward and that there had been a failure 
of communications in that the Union official 
involved had not replied to the complainants’ 
letter, in which they had set out their grievances, 
in a manner which the tribunal considered 
appropriate. 

The tribunal acknowledged that there was 
no deliberate discrimination on the part of the 
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Union or any of its officials. It declared: “We 
accept that there is no question of any union 
official being a positive racist or seeking in 
some way to carry out any kind of vendetta 
against the applicants”’. 

At the Employment Appeal Tribunal 
hearing it was pointed out that the workers in 
the spray shop were represented by a shop 
steward who covered them and the assembly 
plant — a total of 50 workers, which was about 
average for the factory as a whole. It was 
argued that if the 17 workers in the spray shop 
were granted the demand for their own shop 
steward other, equally small, groups would 
press for separate representation. The EAT 
accepted that this. issue was unrelated to race 
or colour. 

On the other point of criticism, the EAT 
declared that ‘the alleged failure of com- 
munication may show some breakdown in the 
functioning of some of the Union officials and 
that on occasion the machinery is not adequate 
or working properly. There was clearly some 
lack of understanding. But the tribunal never 
asked itself the question as to whether this 
amounted to less favourable treatment than that 
accorded to anyone else. We are all satisfied 
that there was no evidence on which the 
industrial tribunal could decide that the Union 
had treated the applicants less favourably than 
other members in the factory”’. 

It is clear that the EAT decision did not 
“create case law precedent which weakens the 
law against racial discrimination in employ- 
ment’, as you allege. On the contrary, the 
ofiginal tribunal decision would have created 
case law precedent by providing a broader, and 
totally unjustified, definition of the term 
“indirect discrimination” than had previously 


been accepted. At our recent Biennial Con- 
ference it was unanimously agreed that the 
Union was not guilty of the allegations made 
against it and a resolution was adopted re- 
affirming our opposition to racial discrimination. 

FTAT and its predecessors have a fine 
record of opposition to all forms of racialism 
and fascism. In the 1930s we were actively 
involved in campaigning against Mosley and his 
followers and in more recent times against the 
National Front. It is most regrettable that 
Searchlight, as an anti-racist and anti-fascist 
publication, should repeat an unwarranted 
slander against our organisation. 

Yours faithfully, 

B. Rubner, 

General Secretary, 

Furniture, Timber & 

Allied Trades Union. 


CARF replies: 

1. Case law cannot be created through tribunal 
decisions, only Employment Appeals Tribunals, 
EAT. 

2. Mr Rubner is right to say that his appeal 
acted against “a broader’ definition of the 
term “indirect discrimination’”’, indeed, that 
was our point. The appeal decision narrowed 
the application of “indirect discrimination” 
and thereby weakened the law against racial 
discrimination in employment. This is hardly a 
“slander”. 

3. FTAT have publicly attacked the term 
“indirect discrimination” (Guardian 5.4. 79). 

4. Perhaps it would be more effective to ask 
why black workers felt they needed black shop 
stewards to represent their interests. 


“THE only people who need worry about our im 
gration laws are those who are in breach of them.” 


Home Office Minister, Timothy Raison, House of 


Mohammed Ashraf settled in Britain in 
1958. He is now a “‘patrial’”’ UK citizen 
with the right of abode in the UK. For 
about a year he has been working at the 
Bestway Cash and Carry warehouse in 
the Park Royal estate in north-west 
London. On 13 May he was working in 
the wine room when somebody came and 
said that the outside gate was closed and 
that the police were inside. His statement 
goes on: 


“A policeman in plain clothes ap- 
proached me. He said he belonged to 
the Metropolitan Police and that they 
had a summons against this premises 
to check the employees. They asked 
me what my name was, where I lived, 
how long I have lived in the United 
Kingdom. I gave them the details. 
I told them I had arrived in this 
country in ’58. 

“They took us to the police station 
and put us in the cell. About 3 o’clock 
they came and called my name and 
said they wanted to see my passport. 
They took me home and my wife was 
embarrassed and upset to see me with 
a policeman. I took my nationality 
certificate, old passport and new 
passport. They looked at it, took me 
back to Kilburn Police Station and put 
me again in the cell. About half an 
hour later I asked them why they were 
keeping me when they still had the 
passport. The policeman asked for my 
name and he said that he thought I 
should go home as I had been cleared. 

‘IT have lived for 22 years in this 
country and most of the time I have 
lived in the borough of Brent. Never 
has such a thing happened to me in my 
whole life before. I am so shocked. I 
feel we have no future in this country.” 


Mohammed Ashraf is only one of 
those whose direct experience is evidence 
of Raison’s dishonesty. In all, 28 men 


“May I make clear that no 
blanket raids have been carried 
out.” 


“May I also make clear that there 


is no need for anybody to carry a 
passport with him.” 

Raison, House of Commons, 

3 July 1980 


who were lawfully living and working in 
the UK were wrongly arrested and 
detained in the Bestway operation. 13 of 
them are UK citizens. Mohammed Ashraf 
is not the one who has lived here longest: 


Commons, 3 July 1980 


another man has lived here 23 years, and 
at least 6 for periods of over 10 years. 
These men were arrested because they 
could not immediately produce passports, 
even though they gave correct details of 
their status (including in one case the 
number of his certificate of registration 
as a UK citizen). Their arrest was thus 
almost certainly unlawful, since there was 
no “reasonable cause” to suspect they 
had committed any offence. They suffered 
the humiliation of being body-searched at 
the police station and had personal 
possessions removed. They were locked 
up for periods of up to 8 hours, in some 
cases being denied food and water. When 
eventually released, they were told to 
walk home. 


“TI am a diabetic, and I am 
supposed to take medicine about 
every 2 hours. I was taken from 
the factory at 1.00 pm and was 
unable to take medicine until 
6.00 pm. I did not tell them I 
was a diabetic because of their 


refusal for a glass of water. While 
we were in the cell we had asked 
for water, and none had come. 
They should have given me water 
at least.” 

UK citizen here since 1957 


The Bestway operation was not an 
isolated event. On 22 May, London’s 
Hilton Hotel was raided: 100 workers 
were interrogated, and 35 arrested. On 
20 June, 47 workers were interrogated, 
and 31 arrested at the Main Gas factory 
in Edmonton, north London. The Home 
Office claims that a far larger proportion 
of those arrested in these operations were 
in fact here or working illegally than at 
Bestway, where they admit that no more 
than 9 offenders were arrested alongside 
28 innocent people arrested: they claim 
31 from the Hilton and over 20 from 
Main Gas. But in these operations too 
workers here quite legally were inter- 
rogated and arrested: one of them was 
an 8-month pregnant Ghanaian woman 
employed at Main Gas who was held in 
police custody for more than 8 hours. 
While smaller raids on single homes, 
shops and restaurants are common, 
never before have 3 such large operations 
been mounted in the space of less than 
6 weeks. 

It was soon after the 1971 Immigration 
Act came into effect in 1973 that such 
raids began. The Labour opposition was 


quick to claim that they were in breach 
of Tory pledges that the Act would not 
lead to harassment, and Roy Jenkins 
used the term “fishnet technique’’, 
defined as ‘‘a technique involving pulling 
in a number of people and throwing most 
of them out again without any apology 
and causing grave inconvenience’’, to 
describe them. But such operations were, 
of course, to occur again under Labour 
Home Secretaries: indeed, probably the 
largest until the Bestway raid occurred 
when 11 Bangladesh restaurants in 
Newcastle were raided in December 1977, 
with 60 people interrogated and 24 
detained, all but 6 of them wrongly. 
Nevertheless, the Home Office main- 
tains that nothing that could be called a 
“fishing expedition” or a ‘“‘blanket raid”’ 
is ever authorised. It is no doubt true 
that such operations are directed against 
particular premises on the basis of some 
specific information. But although the 
Home Office used to take the view that 
“a search warrant obtained under the 
Immigration Act 1971 would restrict the 
police to searching for a specific named 
person’’, in the recent raids they have 
obtained Immigration Act warrants in 
which no persons are specified. In the 
Bestway raid, not only were all employees 


“* . . our declared Conservative 
purpose of removing the label 
‘immigrant’ from British citizens 
in (our ethnic minorities) com- 


munities...” 
Whitelaw, letter to JCWI, 
27 April 1979 


treated as guilty until they proved their 
innocence, but other Asians were caught 
in the net; the manager of one of the 
shops states: 


“While we were waiting for the van to 
come from the police station, my 
delivery man came to give us samosas 
(he is a driver, and does not work for 
Bestways), and they arrested him as 
well. His car was parked with samosas 
inside, and they would not even let 
him lock the car. He is a Pakistani. A 
man who works at a shop across the 
road came to buy cigarettes. He is also 
a Pakistani, and they arrested him as 
well. ”’ 


At Main Gas, although the specific 
information allegedly related to ‘“‘an 
organisation to facilitate the illegal entry 
of Ghanaians’, this did not save Asian 
workers from being included in the net. 

It is thus hard to think that even 
Timothy Raison takes seriously his denial 
that blanket raids have been carried out 
or his assurance that ‘‘there is no need for 
anybody to carry a passport with him”’. 
The Conservative manifesto promised 
that ‘“‘we shall take firm action against 
illegal immigrants and overstayers’’: in a 
situation of mounting unemployment, 
the political attraction of taking such 
action at the workplace is obvious, and 
3 mass raids in 6 weeks suggests a high 
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“We shall intensify counter- 
measures against illegal immi- 
gration and overstaying, and 
help those immigrants who 
genuinely wish to leave this 
country.” 

Whitelaw, Leicester speech, 
7 April 1978 


level decision to give the police and 
immigration service a green light. 

Such a decision poses urgent questions 
of political response, and again makes 
clear that resisting state racism must be a 
high priority for anti-racists. The choice 
of the workplace for such operations 
emphasises the need for a strong trade 
union response: sadly, much of the past 
pressure for action against illegal workers 
has come from the TUC’s Hotel and 
Catering Industry Committee. Although 


NEW POWERS 
FOR SCOTTISH 
POLICE 


JUST as MPs in England were recom- 
mending the immediate repeal of the 
‘sus’ laws, Scottish Conservative MPs 
were putting through a measure which 
would give the police in Scotland exten- 
sive discretionary powers of detention 
and questioning, not too different from 
those used by the police in England under 


The Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill at 
present before the House of Commons is 
expected to become law before the end of the 
summer — despite the opposition of such 
organisations as the Scottish TUC, the Labour 
Party in Scotland, the Scottish Council for 
Civil Liberties, and most of the Scottish legal 
profession. 

The Bill runs to some 80-odd clauses, but 
attention has so far focused primarily on those 
dealing with police powers. The police would 
be given an unprecedented new power to detain 
people suspected of offences for up to 6 hours. 
This detention would be quite different from 
arrest in that no charge would have to follow, 
the procurator fiscal (the public prosecutor) 
would not have to be informed and the detainee 
would not have any right to contact a solicitor 
or friend. This would be entirely at the dis- 
cretion of the police. Powers would also be 
given to the police to stop and search anyone 
suspected of carrying an offensive weapon, and 
to demand the name and address of anyone 
believed to have information about a suspected 
offence, for example, a possible witness. 

The discretion given to the police by the Bill 
would be considerable. At the moment the 


police in Scotland have no power to detain — 


people unless they have been arrested first, and 
certain safeguards follow arrest. Detention 
would do away with this. The police could 
detain almost anyone they wanted. All that 
would be required would be mere suspicion 
(as in ‘sus’) which would be virtually un- 
challengeable in court (as in ‘sus’). Similarly, 
the power to demand names and addresses 
is almost unlimited and again virtually un- 
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the TUC did eventually oppose the EEC 
draft directive which might have made 
checks at the workplace an EEC require- 
ment, this opposition will prove worth- 
less if the Tory Government is allowed to 
undertake its own blanket raids. The 
involvement of the police and the abuse 
of their powers of arrest means that 
resistance should be related to the oppo- 
sition of all defenders of civil liberties to 
the growth of police power. The black 
community has to be informed of the 
emergence of a situation in which they 
must in practice carry passports to avoid 
further harassment (even while a hypo- 
critical Government tells them they need 
not do so), and has to consider its own 
forms of resistance. 


Ian Martin and Pal Luthra. This article is 
based on investigations by the Brent 


Indian Association and the Joint Council 
for the Welfare of Immigrants. 


Criminal Justice Bill 


challengeable. Indeed, anyone who refused to 
supply his/her name and address when required 
would commit a criminal offence and could 
then be arrested! 

The dangers in new powers of this kind are 
several. First, they are an extension of the 
intelligence-gathering now increasingly carried 
on by the police and the state. Detainees could 
be searched and fingerprinted as if arrested and 
they would have to give their names and 
addresses. The power to demand names and 
addresses of possible witnesses could be used to 
identify people taking part in, say, a demon- 
stration or picket line where a “breach of the 
peace’ or ‘obstruction’ is almost certain to 
occur. 

Secondly, police discretion of this kind 
opens up the way to a system of summary 
justice operated by the police beyond the 
scrutiny of the courts. People could be detained, 
searched, fingerprinted and interrogated with- 
out the courts or the public prosecutor even 
knowing about it. And of course the people 
subjected to these new powers will be those 
the police already regard as ‘troublemakers’ — 
working-class youth, demonstrators, pickets, 
anyone on the streets, and so on. The powers 
proposed in the Criminal Justice Bill would be 
an integral, and intimidating, part of any 
‘tough’ policing strategy. 

But the Bill has relevance beyond Scotland. 
It would quietly set a precedent for police 
powers (and criminal justice generally) in 
England and Wales and make opposition to 
similar changes in England and Wales all the 
more difficult. An increasingly vocal Police 
Federation would undoubtedly clamour for 
‘parity of powers’ with their Scottish colleagues. 
‘Sus’ might well be repealed but much worse 
would step into the breach. How much worse is 
being legislated for Scotland now. 


Cart CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
R AC ISM & FA‘ y ISI A 


IMMIGRATION 


Hillingdon Appeal Judgement 

The Appeal Court has unanimously rejected 
an appeal by the London Borough of Hillingdon 
against a High Court judgement ordering it to 
provide accommodation for an Ethiopian 
woman and her young son. The government is 
now considering amending the law concerning 
a local authority’s responsibility to the home- 
less. “I saw the judgement’’, said Mrs Thatcher. 
“It will obviously be of concern to many 
people who are seeking housing”. (Guardian 
11.7.80.) 


Mulana — deportation decision 

Last minute attempts to stop the deportation 
of the Chief Imam of Halifax failed, despite 
angry protest marches in Halifax by Muslims 
and their supporters. The 52 year old Imam, 
the Mulana Ghulam Sarwar Hashmi, was 
deported to Pakistan after a 6-month fight to 
keep him in the country. Muslim organisations 
from all over the north of England held a 
protest march and a meeting near the Mosque. 
(Evening Courier 9.6.80.) Mosque general 
secretary Mr Salamat Ata accused the govern- 
ment of being racist. “We are law abiding 
citizens. We pay rates and taxes and are British 
subjects. But where are our rights? The Home 
Office has denied us our rights’. (Evening 
Courier 9.6.80.) 


“Virginity ”’ tests 

Mr Bansi Lal Kakar has refused the £500 
offered by the Home Office in recognition of 
the distress his wife suffered when subjected to 
a vaginal examination at Heathrow Airport. 
Mrs Kakar has since returned to India. Her 
husband will continue with his legal action 
until the government makes a full apology. 
(Western Mail 19.6.80.) 


POLICE 


Deaths in custody... 

A committee of MPs investigating deaths in 
police custody has concluded that there ‘‘was 
no evidence to support generalised accusations 
of police brutality”. However the committee 
did recommend changes in the system of 
coroner’s inquests. Michael Meacher, Labour 
MP for Oldham West, whose complaints were 
largely responsible for provoking the enquiry, 
said that he would still be sending a dossier of 
30 cases of alleged police assaults on people in 
custody to the Home Secretary. (Guardian 
11.7.80.) 


... and Richard Campbell 

The jury at Chertsey Coroner’s Court returned 
a verdict of ‘“‘death by self-neglect”’ on Richard 
Campbell who died at Ashford Remand Centre 
on 31 March. A committee formed to investigate 
the full circumstances of his death is to campaign 
for a public enquiry. (Guardian 11.7.80.) 


SPG 
In February this year the SPG had a 3-week 
blitz in the Stoke Newington, North London, 


area. Out of 565 people and 913 vehicles 
stopped, about 100 arrests were made. Hackney 
North and Stoke Newington Labour Party 
issued a press statement stating that ‘“‘The SPG 
is trained in riot control. It is not suitable for 
the delicate job of patrolling inner city areas’’. 
(Hackney Gazette 6.6.80.) 


Police chief meets community 

Commander David Mitchell, chief of police in 
Hackney, East London, was booed when he 
visited Cubies Club in Dalston to discuss 
relations between police and West Indian 
youth. Commander Mitchell requested the 
DJ play Junior Marvin’s reggae hit ‘Police and 
Thieves’ but this did not ease the obvious 
tension. He left the meeting after 40 minutes 
saying that “‘it had been a waste of time’’. 
(Hackney Gazette 6.6.80.) 

At a visit to a second club, the All Nations, 
Commander Mitchell sipped champagne and 
chatted informally. He told his audience that 
the police ‘“‘were not concerned about colour, 
creed or social position’’. He also denied that 
black people were harassed by the police. He 
added that he felt he had learnt a great deal 
about the black community from his two 
meetings. “I have been surprised by some of 
the comments made’. (Hackney Gazette 
13.6.80.) 


Avon and Somerset 

Despite an intensive recruitment campaign, no 
black people have joined the area’s police 
force. Police spokesman Sgt. Bob Twyford 
commented: “For some reason black people 
just don’t want to know, and we can’t put our 
finger on the reason why”. (Bristol Evening 
Post 13.6.80.) 


Community liaison — Sussex and... 
Sussex police are to appoint a civilian as their 
full-time community liaison officer. The man 
they have in mind for the job is Mr Ray Rab- 
johns, “who until late last year occupied almost 
the same post as an inspector in the force”. 
(Brighton Evening Argus 10.6.80.) 


... Nottingham 

A community police officer was attacked by a 
crowd of youths as he tried to question one of 
them. (Nottingham Evening Post 27.5.80.) 


Greenwich support groups 

Greenwich Action Committee Against Racist 
Attacks is to form support groups to help 
victims of racial attacks and to help trace their 
attackers. Committee member Jarnail Flora 
said: “The best way to deal with it is for 
potential victims to organise themselves’. 
Police Commander Don Williams welcomed 
the idea. ‘I’m delighted to hear of it”’, he said. 
“The biggest problem we have is getting evidence 
from people.” (South East London Mercury 
3.7.80.) 

Greenwich Action Committee Against Racist 
Attacks called for Lewisham Council to stop 
paying the police in a “‘no-confidence’’ protest 
about police handling of racial attacks. (South 
East London Mercury 19.6.80.) 


Reading 

Police raided the Central Club where black 
youth are holding a sit-in as part of a fight to 
get satisfactory new premises. The raid was in 
connection with an investigation into thefts 
and led to 5 arrests and 2 youths needing 
hospital treatment. A youth club leader said he 
felt the police were against them. “It’s the same 
thing as Bristol. When they came in last night 
they were pushing us and swearing”. (Evening 
Post 30.5.80.) 


BRISTOL 


Public enquiry 

Both black and white residents of St Paul’s 
lobbied MPs in London to press for a public 
enquiry into “the April 2 riot”. Home Office 
Minister Timothy Raison has dismissed the 
idea as being the wrong approach. (Guardian 
27.6.80.) 


Extra Police 

Extra police, including 3 sergeants and 20 
constables, have been sent to Trinity Road 
police station, Bristol. Chief Constable Mr 
Brian Weigh said: “‘The problem of policing a 
multi-racial community requires understanding, 
coupled with reasonable firmness. My officers 
possess such qualities’. (Evening Post 23.5.80.) 


Courts 

Six people were fined for thefts or handling 
stolen goods during ‘“‘the disturbances”. The 
DPP is to investigate charges against 12 people 
who were said to have committed “more 
serious offences’. (Times 17.6.80.) 


PS. 

“The day after my second visit to Bristol last 
week, I visited the Lord’s Test match. The 
crowd was full of West Indians. The atmosphere 
was good tempered. The banter between the 
police and some of the crowd was light-hearted 
and the only sense of ‘the fire next time’ that I 
could discern lay in the odd bumper from the 


fast bowlers”. (Timothy Raison, Guardian 
28.6.80.) 

RACIAL VIOLENCE 

Havering 


“A need to protect themselves against members 
of the National Front” led G.Singh and C. Patel 
to carry knives with them. Both were fined 
£50 at Havering Court. (Havering Post 30.5.80.) 


Ramsgate 

A Ramsgate man was jailed for three months 
for threatening language and behaviour likely to 
cause a breach of the peace on Margate seafront 
in April. He shouted “You black bastards 
should not be with white girls” to a group of 
youths getting into a taxi. When warned by 
the police to watch his language, he replied, 
“You're as bad as a coon”. (Isle of Thanet 
Gazette & East Kent Advertiser 23.5.80.) 


Rhuddlan 

An Iranian student was butted in the face, 
kicked on all sides and had a beer glass thrown 
at his head by 5 white youths at a St. Valentine’s 
Day dance. An accounts clerk was fined £50 
for the assault, but denied that it was racially 
motivated. (Vorth Wales Weekly News 12.6.80.) 


Downham 

A Sunday morning meeting of the Lewisham & 
Kent Islamic Centre was attacked by a gang of 
skinheads who “threw stones, abused young 
children, stole items from the sale, punched an 
18 year old man and hit a 60 year old man’’. 
Local police have assured the Centre that extra 
police patrols will keep an eye on their future 
meetings. (Chiselhurst Times 19.6.80.) 


Thatcham 

A fight broke out at a club soon after some 
young Pakistanis arrived. “Eye witnesses saw 
2 of them pinned against a wall and hit by 8 
white youths”. When the attacks continued 
into the car park, Mr R. Ahmed got a hockey 
stick out of his car and fought back. Mr Ahmed 
pleaded not guilty to a charge of grievious 


bodily harm and was conditionally discharged 
for a year. The judge told him: “Unfortunately 
there are intolerant people in this country and 
that is something we all have to live with’’. 
(Newbury Weekly News 12.6.80.) 


RACIAL MONITORING 


Coventry 

A request from the CRE to keep “race records” 
on staff, school children, council tenants and 
social service clients has been rejected by 
Coventry City Council. (Coventry Evening 
Telegraph 19.6.80.) 


Scunthorpe 

Records on the racial origins of parents of 
children being treated in the town’s hospital 
were defended by the town’s consultant paedia- 
trician, Dr John Ellis. Scunthorpe’s Health 
District Administrator supported Dr Ellis, 
saying that such information “‘was gathered as a 
matter of course in other parts of the country”’. 
He claimed that it was relevant ‘‘because 
characteristics in child development differed 
between children of different races’. (Grimsby 
Evening Telegraph 18.6.80.) 


ASIAN BABIES AT RISK 


Thirty out of every 1,000 Asian babies in 
Hackney die, making the infant mortality rate 
in the borough higher ‘“‘than many Third World 
countries”, although Asians are only 3.4% of 


the borough’s households. (Nursery World 
5.6.80.) 

BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS 
ORGANISATION 


About 50 black groups throughout Britain have 
decided to set up a national body to represent 
them. Spokespeople later emphasised that it 
would not be a black power group but a civil 
rights organisation. (Times 30.6.80.) 


ANOTHER 


BLACK YOUTH 
MURDERED 


On. Thursday July 17th at 4 pm, 
Akhtar Abtab Baig, a 26 year old 
Pakistani, was stabbed to death -in 
North High Street, East Ham. It took 
thirty minutes for an ambulance to 
arrive and the body remained on the 
street for at least two and a half hours 
afterwards. Angered by this racist 


killing, and frustrated by the police, 


over 150 black people marched 
along North High Street to the police 
station to demand the identity of the 
dead man, which the police refused. 

Two days later thousands of black 
youth held a march organised by the 
newly-formed Newham Youth Move- 
ment to protest outside Forest Gate 
police station about police handling of 
the murder. 

Four white skinheads (two female) 
have been remanded on a charge of 
murder. They are aged from 15 to 17 
years. 
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